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Admodum Reverendis Vice-preſidibus cxterif. 

que nobiliſſimis & præſtantiſſimis Membris, 

viris Doctrina, Pietate, Virtute ac Zelo con- 

f ſpicuis, quorum pla ſollicitudine & munificen- 
tia vere. Chriſtiana plurimæ jam Eccleſiæ ere- 
ctæ, Scholz fundatæ, Evangehi Præcones ad In- 
fideles miſſi & Stipendiis aucti, Libri pii editi 
ac difleminati, ficque Chriſti cognitio longe 
lateque per — ſparſa. Indefeſſis Rei Chri- 

ſtianæ promotoribus veris, Temporum noſtro- 

rum Apoſtolis: Hanc de variis Chriſtianiſmi 
Fatis Orrtionem, in ſummæ Venerationis ob- 
ſervantiæ perpetuæ, gratiſſimique ac devotiſfi-- 
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"SOCIET Y 


FOR THE. 


is < ropagatio a of the Goſpel” 


FOREIGN PARTS. . 


"Royal Authority Eftabliſh's in ENGL 4 ND; 


. TO THE 


| Moſt Reverend the PRESIDENT f 


THOMAS. 


is rd: Archbiſhop. of CANTERBURY, 


7 READATE: and METROPOLITAN 
OF ALL 


. NG LAN D. 


_ Revivend rhe Vide preſident: And all the maſt Noble and 
""Exvellent Members, Men eminent for Learning, Piety, Ver- 


reachers of the Goſpel ſent to the Infidels, and Stipends al- 
Jomed them. Many Pious Books put out and diſperſed, ſo 
that the Knowledge of C briſt i therthy, far and near ſur tad 
through the World. To theſe unwearied Promoters of (hri- 
Hianihh, the: Apoſt es of owr Timies, in token of my great Vene- 
ration, my perpetual Eſteem, and of my moſt thankful and 

moſt entirely devoted Mina to ſerve them; This is humbly. 


© Dedicated by me.. = 
| Jo * Turretinq E 28; * ber of the Society. 


0 'DE varis 


4 14 ack £3 8 4 


n CONCERNING 


CH RIS TI AN * lle different PA TES 


DocrRINR 
EAT IS. 


OF THE- 


Chriſtian Religion. 


£ Viri Ampliſſimi, Patriæ Pa- 


tres, 

Comites Illuſtriſſimi, 

Barones Generoſiſſimi, 

Clarifſimi College, de Eccleſia 
G Academia, quibus pra- 
eu, optime meriti, 


Hoſpites, Cives, quotgaot 4d. 


eſtis, pre tant iſſimi, hum a- 

niſſimi, 

Poſque, Academia & Scholes 
 ' woſfire alumns N imi, 


E .variis Chriſtiare 
Doctrinæ fatis, qua- 
| lis a Chriſto primum 

1 Apoſtol ſque tradita 
E op ſit, qualis ſequentibus 
ævis propagsta, 3 acceſſi · 
onibus 


a 


Moſt Honoured Sirs, and 


Fathers of our Country, 
Moſt Illuſtrious Earls, 
Moiſt Generous Barons, 
My moſt famous Collegues,. 

ſo well deſerving of the 

Church and Univerſity, 

over which you do ſm 

lide,.  - 

Moſt excellent and kind Fo- 
reigners, and others: who 
are here preſent, © 

And-you molt loving Mem- 
bers of our . 
and School, 


Y Defign is to 1 in 
Hort of the different 
Fates of the Chriftian 
Religion; bow! it was: 

: firftdelivered byChrift 
and bis Apoſtles; how it was propaga- 
ted in the followeng Ages, what Ac · 

ce 


o \ 
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On the Differem Fates 

onibus aufta, quibus fraudibus ceflone-were made to it; what Frauds 
. adulterata, quibus auſpiciis, be did adulterare it; and by what me- 

pore, ab integro velut inſtaura - formation, it was reftored and as it 
ta, quonam deinque in ſtatu ho- were began 4 new; and laſtly, in 
dierno die rerkkrur, & ad ejus what Ste it Bands nt prifgyt, and 
illuſt rationem quid 4 884 x- What is get to be miſbad for 2 fu 
eee i, * brgvitep-; Gicege ther Improvement, If I ſhould ſer 
in aun , ©- Chjas” quidem about to [ay before v in this begin- 
confilitorationes; fi hip: in hmine ning of my Diſcourſe, the Reaſons 


exponere, & apud vos aſſerere which moved me to thus Difign, and. 
geltiam, *equidem: 'atym-agere, ſhould bring Arguments it fppore 
vobiſque injurius effe. videar.. it, J. fbould go 4 thing. which har 


Nec-enim hie res vulgatis agitur, been done before, and I ſhould but 
aut ad nos parum attinens, non foo much treſpaſs upon your Pa- 
humanum- inſtitutum, non de tience. Now the. Subjett of my Diſ- 
trivio diſciplina, non terreſtris- courſe is not matter of vulgar mo- 
am Reipublicæ vices ac ment, and what does but alittle con- 
fortuna, ſed ipſamet Dei oracu - cernus; it is not the Relation of any 
la, ab -unigenito Filio prodita, ordinary. Government, nor of an 
ſed * ſapientia cceleſtis, ad nos Account of the Vicifitudes and Re- 
beandos comparata, fed eximiæ volutions of an Earthly Commons 
illius politiæ, qu Regnum Calo wealth, but of the Revelations of the 
rum audit, incunabula, pro rel» Almighty God, delivered unto 
ſus, bella, pericula, hic deleri- by bis only Begotten Son, of th 
bentur. Fateor equidem, Au- Wiſdom which is from Heaven, and 
ditores, fateor ' divinjs humana, which was defigned for the making 
genuinis adulterina, heu! nimi- «happy ;, and yon ſhall have deſ- 
um hic acceſſiſſe: Unde, qui rei cribed to you the Riſe, the Progreſs, . 
Chriſtianæ fata oratione perſe- the Conflicts and Dangers, I that 
qui: velit, humanorum fimul: er- admirable Polity which is entituled 
rum, figmentorum, lapſuum, by no leſs a Name than that of the 
odiorum , diſſidiorum, texere Kingdom of Heaven. Indeed, Sirs, 
biſtoriam.. necefſe habeat: Ve- I muſt confeſs, that ſeveral Hus 
rum & hec javat dignoſcere, ut mane things have too much ming- 
etioſum A yili, ut vexitas à men - led with theſe Divine ones, and 
acio,: vel hoc ipſo quod anti- many things ſpurious with what is 
quior, & prim#vz: inſtitutionis © genuine: So that he that will relate 
retinentior, ſecernatur. Enim- the different Fortunes of the Chri- 
vero,» Auditores, dum in hodier+ fan Common wealth, muſt, together 
num Eccleſiæ ſtatum oculos con- with that, write a Hiſtory of the 
jicimus, dum in corum omnium, AMA ales, the Fictions, the Miſcar- 
qui Chriſti nomine cenſeri vo- riages, the Animoſities of Chriſti» 
lunt, placita, ritus, diſciplinam, a. But however it will be worth 
tatam denique. vitæ : rationem, our while to tate a View of theſs 
Auentiüs jnqujrimus, - dum Ettr Ae chat. che Gold may be ſepa- 


nici rated 


— — 


Of 'the Chr 
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Chriſtiana larva Rn dum 
tiſeras Scholz argutias Chriſti- 
An veritatis nomen mentientes, 
dum laxatam & fine nervis ubi- 
= ferme Chriſti diſciplinam, 
um humanam contra tyranni- 
dem pro Chriſti jugo falſo vendi- 
tatam, dum internecina illorum 
odia, qui ſe Pacis filios nuncu- 
pant, dum Chrifti Eccleſiam, 
qua patet Orbis, ſciſſam in par- 
tes e laceratam, dum deni- 
e Cbriſtianorum mores, quos 
nn ons * ity re- 
milfos, non dicam, )erdit 
ut Ethnicis parum fint abſimiles? 
dum bac, inquam, ſeriò perpen- 
dimus, profes, ut quod res eſt 
dicam, turbatur animus, vacillat 
fides, de Evangelii divinitate non 
levia ſuborwntar , mentemque 
trahant, dubia; donec ad ori- 
inem ipſam adfcendentibus, &, 
uxta Vatis monitum, vias anti- 
quas explorantibus, Servatoris 
illud ſaccurrat, In principio fic non 
fuiſſe; Exindeque de ſæculo in 
fxculum defcendentes, quid quo- 
que tempore mutatum fuerit, 
quid additum, quid detractum, 
quid, vel humana imbecilhtate, 
vel nefario auſu, interpolatum, 
obſervemus. CHRIST E, 
cujus cauſſa hic agitur, dicentis ani- 
mum linguamque dirige; nobiſque 
omnibus ita adſpira, ut Euangelii 
tui purit atem, ab humanis ſecret am 
vindicatamque corruptelis, tanto im 
penſius colamus, tanto ſtudiaſius cu- 
Rodiamus, tanto diligentiza factis 
impleamu, quanto diftinttins per- 
ſpefta fuerii. Vos vero, quot- 
quot hic adeſtis, AUDIT O- 
RES PRASTANTIS- 


SIMI, de ampliſſimo 1 ſign. 
re- 


Fc e 
Of the C "_ Religion. 
mum multis' in par tibus fub rated from the Drofs 


' that Trath, 
may be diftingu:ſhed from Falſbood, 
. being more Ancient, and ret ain- 
ing more of the Primitive Inſituti · 
on. For truly, Sirs, whilſt we caſt 
our Eyes upon the preſent Condition 


of the Church,whilft we make a dili- 


gent enquiry into the Opinions, the 
Rit es, the Diſciplines; in a word, the 
whole Tenor of the Lives of thoſe who 
call themſelves Chriſtians, whilſt ra- 
ther they profeſs Heatheniſm ſpring- 
ing up again umder the Guiſe of Chri- 
Hianity, whilſt they maintain the 
ſubtilties of the Schools for the Truth 
of Chriſt, whilft the Nerves of Chri- 
flian Diſcipline are looſned, whilft 
the Tyranny of Man is ſet up in o- 
paſit ion to the Crofs of Chrift, 2 * 
a mortal Hatred reigns even in thi 

Minds of thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves to be the Sons of Peace, whilſt 
the Church of Chrift is all over the 
World torn into pieces, whilft the 
manners of Chriftians which ought to 
be moft hol y, are not only remiſs but i 


1 may ſo ſay, profligat e, and not muc 
different 2 tho of the Pagans : 


F jay, whilſt 1 ſeriouſly canfider theſe 
things, I will take t 
neſs to ſay the Truth, ones Mind ix 
unſettled, ones Faith wavers, and 
diſtracting Doubts ariſe even cons» 
cerning the Divinity of the Goſpel : 
till we go up to the Fountains-head, 
and like the Prophet, ask tor the 
old Paths, and remember what our 
Saviour ſays, from the begin- 
ing it was not ſo: And from 
thence going down from one Age to 
another, make a nice obſervation at 
what time any thing was changed, 
what was added,what was laid afide 

or what was brought in either thro 
Human weakneſs, or by wicked de- 


And do thou O Chriſt, 
whole 


me the bold - 
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ae diſſerentem, nec niſi 
mma--faſtigia legentem, patien- 
tia, quæſo, veſtra,. & adtentione, 


- 
6 on — 


Whoſe Cauſe I am here pleading; 
BI bot b my and and m 
rongne, apd fo inſpire all of d 
by thy Grace, that by how 
much the more we have a di- 
ſtincter Knowledge of the Puri- 


ty of theGoſpel, ſo we may the 


more heartily love it, more cir- 
cumſpectiy obſerve it, and in all 


gur Actions more diligently ful- 


lil it. Au you, moſt excellent Au- 


Gan! 
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mum, . poſtmodum in deter ius 
per varios gradus collapſum, ſig- 


4 
- 


u 


ndum, ipſo ſtatim initio, 


nificaturi Poete, illum in varias 
Etates, ſuis ſignatas metallis, di- 


ſtribuerunt. Idem vero, A U- 


DITORES, de re Chriſti- 
ana, non ſemel, nec immerito, 
proditum eſt, Fuere variæ illius 
States, quæ, quò Jungius a pri- 
meva receſſerunt origine, eo plus 
cis ac ſordium contraxiſſe de- 
prehenduntur. Aurea prima ſata 
en, Chriſto,. Magiſtro, præconi- 

S Apoſtolis, . Mox argent ea ſuc- 
ceſſit, per tria prima Eccleſiæ 
Sæcula. Hinc ænea paulatim fa- 
Ra eſt, humani ingenii audacia 
ſine modo laſciviente, & ſæculi 

mpa, - ſuperbia, æmulatione, 
15 is, in Ecleſiam irrumpen- 
tibus. Exinde, tanta ſuperſti- 
tio, tanta tyrannis, tanta bar- 
baries, tanta, non dicam, mo- 
rum depravatio, ſed in vitiis ob- 


duratio, Szculo inprimis X. & 


ſequentibus, in Eccleſiam invaſe 
1 | re, 


purum ſceleris ac feliciſſi- 


ditors who are here preſent, I be- 
ſeech you to hear me with Patience 
and Attention, whil}t I ſhall ſpeak 4 
few Words, touching only upon ſome 
8 Heads of this ſpacious Sub- 
n 


He Poets having a mind to 
» repreſent : That the World 
was free 1 2 5 an the be- 
ginning and in a State of Happineſs, 
did divide it into ſeveral 401 
which they named by the Names o 
the different Metals, And truly, 
Sirs, the ſame has been frequently, 
and not without good Reaſon, appli- 

4 to the Affairs of the Chriftian 
Religion, Far there have been 
likewiſe ſeveral Ages of this which 
the farther they have departed from 
the firſt Original, ſo much the more 
of Droſs and Dregs they have con- 
tratted, 


The firſt Age was a Golden Race. 


Who learnt their Religion from 
Chriſt their firſt Mafter, and from 
the Preaching of his Apoſtles, Af. 
ter thus ſucceeded the Silver one, 
which continued for the firſt three 
Ages of Chriſtianity: That, by little 
and little, was turned into Brals, as 
Men indulged themſelves in bold 
Fancies .in Religion, and ſecular 
| Pomp, 


re, ut ferred tempora fuifſe, ipſi 
Mi quorum minime intererat, 
fateri cogantur. Dum verò hæc 


ita eſſent, en ſubitò purgata ap - 


paruit craſſioribus ſordibus fides, 
ferrumque ſæculi, felici Alchy- 
mia, ſi non in Auri pevitus, in 
Argent i certè ſpeciem, conver- 
ſum. Heæc ſumma rerum: Ve- 
rum lizc omnia diſtinctiùs enar- 
” randa ſunt. | 


1. © Aureamigitur, ſub Chriſto & 
Ecas Aurea, Apoſtolis, 8 Chriſtianæ Æta- 
. tem fuifle, nullus, ut puto, in- 

* ficias iverit: Non quòd Auro, 

non quod Purpuri, non quod opi- 
baus ac dignitatibus, divinus ille 
chorus: ſplendeſceret > Nec enim 

his eminuit Chriſtus; &, Ecce 
Mat. 19. 27. religuimus omnia, Apoſt olorum 
ſymbolum fuit. Verum intus, 

rt 46. 14. beato illö Sæculô, filiæ Sionis fu- 
it gloria; intemerata nimirum 
Doctrine ſinceritas, puritas Cul- 

tus, Diſciplinæ ſanctitas, vitæ 
innocentia; res Auro quovis pre» 
tioſiores, & quibus felix hc 

tas reliquis omnibus Ætatibus 

longo inter vallo præcelluit. An- 

te actis temporibus, denſiſſima 

in caligne verſabatur humanum 

enus. Ethnici, relictò parente 
conſtitutore omnium Deo, non 

Aſtra modò {enſus expertia, non 
homines modo detunctos, & plu- 

res quidem vitiis ac ſceleribus 


infames, . ſed animantia * 


ſelves, who had no Intereſi to 


Of the Obriſtian Religion. 


Pomp, Pride, Contentions and Di- 
viſions broke imo the Church, Hence 
came ſo much Superſtition, ſo much 
not only depravation of Manners, 
but ſuch a L r in Wickedneſs 

over. run the Church in the Xth a 

the following Ages, that they them: 


it, are forced to affirm, that 7475 ? 
es were Iron ones. But when 
things were in this Condition, "bt- + 
bold of a ſudden, our Religion ap- 
peare purged from thoſe groſs Er- 
rors which it, bad contratted, and 


. the Iron Age by a very bappy C. 


miſtry, was turned, if not into Gold; 
yet at leaft into Silver. Thu # the 
Subſtance. of my preſent Diſcourſe 5 
the Particulars of which are now 
more diſtinctly to be ſpoken to, 

I think no one wil deny, that 
the Golden Age of Chriſtianity was 


under Chrift and his Apoſtles © Not Chriſt and 
as if thoſe Divine Perſons ſhone Apoſtles 


with Gold or Purple, or Riches or 
Honours, nor was Chrift * re- 
mar table for any of theſe : d 


we have forſaken All, was the A 0: Mat. 29, 27. 


Ales Motto. The Daughter of 


Sion Was all glorious within '5# Pfal. 45. 16. 


that happy Aze: That i, the Church 
enjoyed incorrupt ed Truth of Do- 
ctrine, Purity of Worſhip, Holineſs 
of Diſcipline, . Innocence of Life, 
things more precious than any Gold. 
and wherein this happy Age did by 
many Degrees excel any other, For 
in the Temes preceeding theſe, Man- 
kind was clouded in the thicket 
Darkneſs : The Heathens forſaking 
God the Father and Maker of all 


things, worſhipped not only the inſen- 
ſible Stars, and dead 2 many of 


which were notorious for their viti- 


ous Lives, but even brute Animals 
with. Plants of wr Garden 


n, and 
vod 
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* 


eq hottbrinn ſuotum glantas, 
_ fed lignea' & lapidez *Gigitorum 
. Torum.: figmenta, Ted! viliſſimos 
| alfectus, ut venerem, pavorem, 
diſcordiam, impudentiam ſed 
Sorporum morbos, ut febrim, 
ſd merum non Ens, ut fortu- 
am, ſd thepriſlimaz Numina, 
fel minimis rebas prapoſita,' ut 
Deam Petam rebus petendis, De- 
am Patellam & Patellanam rebus 
— i e „Deam Pelloniam 


- 
cy, B. Lib. hoſtibus pellendis, Deam Pandam 
arxbori bre 


| tim rebus. ſatis ad nodos perdu- 


W. 77. 6c. vi pandende, Deam Putam pu- 
dach arborid 
Nd. Ten. cendis, Deum Terenſem fru- 


'Febrz E * 0 ; | | 
= . pibus terendis, quin & Luben- 
| Lia, hf 2 Ou Commoditatem, Fercu- 


lam & Saturitatem, paraſitorum 

» deas, & quas non ineptias? ve- 
nerabantur. Judæi, gens, olim 
Deo ſacra, in varias diviſi Sect- 
as, errorum ac ſuperſtitionum 
on uno genere inquinabantur. 
triſque mores impuriſſimi, ac 
in omne r nefas, quos nec 
Juanes eges, nec ſæculi Philo- 
phia, nec ionic diſciplina, nec 
44; heticæ monitiones, emenda- 
tis valuerant. Tu vero, Chri- 
ſe, ſplendor Patris, lux mundi, Sol 
juſtitiæ, Tu caliginem illam · diſ- 
| puliſti. Tu, ab Idolis mortuis, 
Aga verum nos Deum revocaſti. 
*. 4+ 24 Tu Deum mentem eſſe, adeoque 
A mente pura ac ſincerà colendum, 
1 apertiſſimè prodidiſti. Tu pie- 
tatis, juſtitiæ, benignitatis, man- 
ſuetudinis, patientiæ, modeſtiæ, 
| omnium denique virturum, & 
4 przceptor humano generi, & ex- 
| _ . emplar exſtitiſti. Tu erratorum 
Li omnium veniam a Numine impe- 
8 3 Te hoſtiam piacularem 


loco noſtro obtuliſti; utque im 
| morta- 


On the Different Fatet 


_ even the) 


ſerve the Living God, Thou haſt john 4. 24. 


UA = 


Wooden and Stone! Images, 'which 

their nn Hands bad ade, but 

gave Divine Honour to ; 

the vileft AﬀeBions, ſuch as Love, - 
Fear, Diſcord, 1 e, the Arnob. Lib, 
Diſeaſes of the Body-as Febris, nay i, d. 

even to Non Entities as Fortune Lib. ur. 

they having ſeveral ot her r idicul ons | 
Deities ſet over the minuteft things, —— 
as theGoddeſsPeta FN inge; a 9 
the Goddeſs Patella and Patellana Vid. Tang. | 

for opening Things, the Goddeſs Pel. Ib., Fil. 
onia for driving away the Enemy, 6 ; 
the Goddeſs rote opening a way, 


the Goddeſs Puta for pruning Trees, 
the God Nodutis for making Fruit te 
knot, the God Terenſis = grinding 
Corn; nay moreover they worſhip= 
ped Lubentia, Commoditas, Fer- 
cula and Saturitas, the Trencher- 
Men Goddeſſes, and indeed what 
other Fooleries did they not? The 
Jews heretofore,God's cheſen People, 
being divided into variou Sect g, 
were polluted with diverſe kinds of 
Errors and Superſtitions : Both of 
them were very impure in their 
Morals, and ſo prone to all wicked- 
_ that neither Human Laws, the... 

P loſophy of that Age, ner the Diſ- 

cipline of Moſes, nor the Exhor- 

tations of the Prophets could amend 

them. But thou O Chrift the Glory | 
of the Father, the Light of theWorld, ; 
the Sun of 3 7; thou haft 
. x= this darkneſs. Thou haft 
called 1s back from dead Idols, to 


clearly diſcovered, That God is a 
Spirir,and that thoſe who worſhip 
bim, muſt worſhip him in Spirit 
and in Truth: Thou waft the great 
Maſter and E xample to Mankind,of 
Piety, Juſtice, Bounty, Meckneſs, Pa- 
tience, Modeſty, and in a word, of all 
Vertue. Thou, to procure a pardon 

from 


. 240 


1 im pri 


mortalitatis ſpem nobis ingene- 
redivivum, ac - ccelo 


12 
tec 8 claris indiciis demon- 
Kent u, in te recumbentes, 
tuumque add preſcriptum atque 
exemplum vitam emendantes, 
Deo propitio frui, & bono 
mo eſſe juſſiſti. Tu, tern 
ſupplicia, denuntiafti. Tus 
um nobis, nos Deo, efficaciſſimè 
conciliaſti. Tu denique cœleſtem 
ſapientiam verè in terras detuli- 
ſti; noſque, humano in corpore, 
vere. divinam, traducere vitam 
docuiſti; Donec, ſuperatis hu- 
jus exilii diebus, in meliorem 
tranſcri bamur ſortem, & Dei 
ipſius conſortio ac deliciis æter - 
num fruamur. | 


Is 


Talis, AUDITORES 

talis fuit primæva Chriſtianil- 

mi facies. Talia arcana illa cce- 

leſtia, quæ ex paterno ſinu uni- 

genitus Filius produxit. Talis 

1 Cor. 2. 6. & Tols T#Akuoirs Gopre, que Viri 
rudes atque ignobiles, piſcatores, 
artifices, nullo generis, nullo 

opum, nullo dignitatum præſidio, 

a cor. 10. 4. non Carnalibus armis, non ſua- 
A. a. +: ſoriis- humanæ ſapientiæ ſermo- 
nibus, nulloque non obſtaculo, 
periculo, ſupplicio preſſi, intra 


pauciſſimorum annorum ipatia, | 


er totum Orbem terrarum dif- 
eminarunt,. O reddite mihi il- 
la tempora, quibus ipſamet Ve- 
ritas, humanis induta pannis, 


15 


of the Chriſtian Religion, 
> from God. for aur Sins, didſt offer 
). rattis mortis repa- 


 threatned everlaſ ing Puniſhments | 


ems throughout t 


#p. thy ſelf a ice in our ft 
and that Tide beget 1 2 
4 Hope of Immortality, Thou break- 
ing through the Bars of Death,aidft, 
the moſt manifeft Diſcovery he 
thy ſelf ta have ariſen from the 
Dead, and to aſcend up into Hea- 
ven. Thou haſt given Encourage- 
ment to all theſe, who put their 
Truft in Thee, and amend their 
Lives according to thy Preſcript and - A 
Example, that God ſhall be recon- "0 
ciled to them. Thou haſt promiſed 
eternal Rewards to the Good, and | 


to the Bad, Thou haft, in the moſt | | 
efficacious manner, reconciled God 
to us, and us to God. In aWord,. 
Thou haſt brought down the true a 
Heavenly Wiſdom upon Earth, and 
taught us to live a truly Heaven- 
ly __ 7 4 £09 in 124 2 ' | 
man Body; till, having paſjea theſe 
Days of our Ni bere — 50 0, EY 
ſhall betran/lated to a better Inheri- 
tance, and enjoy the Converſation 
and Delights of God himſelf for ever. 

Such, Sirs,. was the Primitive 
Face of Chriftianity : Such were 
thoſe Divine Secrets which the only 
Begotten Son diſcovered, out of the 
Tt of his Father. This is that 
Wiſdom among . them that are 1 Cor. 2. 6 
perfect, which poor illiterate Men 
moſt of them Fiſhers or Handicrafts « Cor. 16, 
men, having no Advantage from 1 Cor. a. 
Birth, or from Riches of Honours, 
but by Weapons not Carnal; and 
not with enticing Words: of 
Man's Wiſdom ; notwithſtanding 
all the Difficulties, Dangers and Tor- 
tures which they. conflitted with, 
within the ſpace 7 4 fen Tears, 

e whole World. 
give me back theſe Times, where. 
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 nebulis violata, © ſeſe mortalium 
„ oculis conſpiciendum præbuit! 
; Non multa tune credendorum 
capita Chriſtianorum mentibus 

| impoſita; ſed unius veri Dei, & 
Jeb. 7. 3, ab co miſſi Chriſti, cognitione, 
'_  tota fidei ac falutis ſumma con- 
Rabat.” Non bumanis tunc ar- 
tits, non Metaphyſicis diſqui- 
Htionibus, ex Tenonis, vel Pla- 
tonis, vel Ariſtotelis ſchola de- 
promptis, Chriſtiani exerceban- 


x Y dite, cœlo | 
non ad ſcholam nata, fed a 
vitam; plana, facilis, ſimplex, 
omnium captui adtemperata. 
Non ſubtilis tunc arcanorum di- 
vinorum inveſtigatio, non te- 
meraria rerum ſupra nos poſi- 

tarum determinatio, non ira- 

4. 24. cunda de quæſtionibus etiam le- 

7 6. 15. xiſſimis altercatio, ſed novus ho- 

Jes. 2. mo Dei ver bo genitus, ſed fides 

. per caritatem operans, ſed ve - 

| ra Religio in ſolandis miſeris, 

&& vitandis Mundi ſordibus po- 

| fita, ſed, ut verbo omnia' com- 

VB pleQar, divinarum 'virtutum dffi- 

| gies in animis efformata, Chri- 
ianum conſtituebat. Tunc, non 
multiplices ritus, non operoſæ 
de. rebus externis ab hominibus 
factæ præceptiones, Chriſtiano- 

MAE. 2. 41, rum cultum onerabant ; ſed pre- 

cibus, verbi præconio, unda ſa- 
lutari, panis fractione, tota 
Chriſtiani Sacri celebritas finie · 
batur. Tunc, fidei dominari, 
Cor. 1. 24. imperium in hæreditates Domi- 
1 Fer. 5. 3. ni exercere, ipſimet Apoſtoli, 
divinitùs licet- adflati, netas du- 
cebant; ſed gregem fbi concre- 
ditum paſcere, & fidelium gau- 


0, . Difereit Fatt 


Tue Frrorum, nallis affetuum 4, Trug b ir Jelf, - lad in Dinas 


tur; Alia longe fuit, mihi cre- - 
elapſa diſciplina z 


Rags, ſhadowed by no Clouds of Paſ: 
fion,' gave a tltar 'view of her ſelf 
to Mankind! Numerous Articles of 
Faith were not then impoſed 

Men's Underftandings, the 7 
Sum of Faith and Sal vat ion conſiſt- 


in knowing the only true John 17. 3. 
12 and” Jeſus Chriſt whom be 
ent: 2 


Chriſtians then were not Ex- 
erciſed in Human Quirks,and Me- 
taphyfical Diſquiſit ions, drawn ont 

the School of Teno, Plato, or Ari- 
otle. Believe me, the Diſcipline 
which came from Heaven, was far 
different from this ; not adopted for 
the School but for Life; plain, eaſy, 
fimple, and attempered to the Capa- 
city of all Men. It was not a ſub- 
tile hunt ing after the Secrets of God, 
it was not a bold Determination of 
Matters above our reach it was not 
angry quarrelling about trivial Que- 
ftions, but the new Man which Eph. 4. 24; 
is after God created in righteouſ- 64. 5: 65. 
neſs, but Faith which worketh "4 27. 
by Love, but that pure Religion 

which conſiſted in viliting the Fa- 
therleſs and Widows in their 
Affliction, and keeping them 
ſelves unſpotted from the 
World; in a Word, it was the 

[mage of the Divine Virtues, form- 

ed in the Mind of Man, which 

made up the. Chriftian, Then no 
multiplicity of Ceremonies, no ope- 

roſe Commands made by Men con- 
cerning Externals in Religion, did ag: 4. ,i, 
load the Worſhip of Chriſtians, all 22 
the Solemnity of the Chriſtian Sacra 

did conſilt in Prayers, Preaching of 

the Word, Baptiſm and Breaking of 

Bread. Then to exerciſe Dominion 

over the Faith, and to be Lords 

over God's Heritage, the Apo- 2 Cor. 1. 24, 


dio famulari, unica ipſis erat glc-"fles themſelves, tho Divinely inſpi- Fet. 5+ 3. 


Tla, 


rea, 


of the Chriſtian Religion. 


x cor; 5. 11. ru Tunc, 0 quis frater appel- 
5 latus, vel fornicator, vel male- 
wy dicus, vel ayarus, vel idolatra, 
vel ebrioſus, vel rapax eſſet, ne 
cum illo quidem cibos capere, ne 

illi quidem ſalutem dicere, Chri- 
ſtianis integrum erat. Tunc, 

. 3. 42. 4. 32. Chriſtianis omnibus, unus ,@vi- 
mus, una mens ſuit; neque ſua 
omnia in commune conferre, ſi- 
cubi opus eſſet, ipſos pigebat. 
AZ. 1.44, Tunc, fi qua forts inter ipſos 
17. emergerent fententiarum divor- 
tia, modo fidei ſumma ſalva eſ- 

ſet, non ſtatim res in nervum 

eru e, non ſtatim a ſe mutuo 
diſcedere, non ſtatim ſibi mu- 

tuò anathema dicere, ſed ſe in- 

vicem tolerare, ſed ingenio po- 

tiores debiliorum nævis parcere, 

ſed omnes in jam cognitis ea - 

dem inceder e regula, uſquedum 


— celitus illuceſcerent, con- 


= 


24: iciebantur. Tunc denique, ne 
4 ps jam addamus, non tam 
; briſti myſteria nofſe, non tam 


* illa profiteri, non tam de iis 


diſſerere , diſputare, altercari, 
. | quam Chriſti vita vivere, quam 
ejus Spirit u duci, quam ad ejus 
exemplum componi, Chriſtianæ 
rei caput & complementum cenſe- 


; batur. 

15 n. Et ita quidem ſ. | 
7 quidem ſeſe res habuit, 
beute, gi beat illo Szculd, quod Chriſti 
b y. mini in terris præſentia, & 
Ecctef Se- Apoſtolorum præconium, illu- 

; ſtravere. Neque vero ſtatim a 
Apoſtolis, imo neque per aliquot 
244 Szecula, multum de priſtino illo 
3. delibatum eſt Eccleſiæ ſplendore; 


dum 


to diſpute and wrangle about them; 


- — * 5 
, hs 
* 


red, thought it a great Crime 7, their 
only Glory was to feed the Flock 
committed to their Charge, and to 4 
minifter to the joy of the Faithful, * 
if any one that was called a Bro- 1 
ther, were a Fornicator, or Co- , lehne 
J | 
vetous, or an Idolater, or:Rail» 1 
ö 


er, or a Drunkard, or an Extor- 
tioner, with ſuch an one the 
Chriſtians were not to eat. Then 
among all Chriſtians there was one 
Heart, and one Soul; nay, when Ads 4. 34. 
there was occaſion, they did not think 
it much to have all things in com · 4 
mon. Then, if there roſe a 4 ts 4-1] 
them any difference of Opinions, 7 ; 
the chief Points of Chriſtianity were 
not thereby affected, they did not | 
| 


preſently fly to Impriſonments, nor 
yet to Separations or Excommus- - 
nications; but they bore with one | 
another, thoſe who were ſtrong gave 4 
way to the Infirmities of the weak: Rom. 14. 1. 
and all were obſerved to walk in Pha. x. 17. 
the fame Rule, in all things known 16. 1 
to them, till God mas pleaſed to re- 
veal other things to them. And 
laſtly, to add no more, then the 
chief Matter of Chriftianity was 
reckoned, not ſo muchto know the 
AMyfteries of Chriſt, and to make 
Profeſſion of them; not ſo much ta 
make Diſſertations concerning them, 


* 
2 


* 
1 » % 


as to live the Life 
led by his Spirit, and 
after his Example. 


Chrift, to be 
to be formed 


* 


5 
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This was the Condition of the u. | 
Church during that Happy Age, 2 


which our bleſſed Lord was plea- ;1; | 
ſed to grace by his 8 Ar: of he 


b the Apoſtles by their Preaching, Hureb 
Neither was there much abated of 
the ancient Beauty of the Church, 
in the times immediately after the 


Apo: 


Kd Fidem quæris? Non alia ſuit, 


Ben. 156, x. admodum apud Jrenaum, Tertulli- 
* Novat ianum, alioſque, cer - 
eral. de nere eſt. Non alia tum viveba- 

| 8 tur fide, non aliam docebant An- 
| is de vie riſtites, nec tingendi profiteban- 
rn, © Hac regula fidei una om- 


| 


: 


| 
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5: nihil habuifſe, quicquid de. illis 
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rumque deliria: 
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 calebat oruer,; & fervebat recens in after them, whilſt (as Se. 
_- eredemtibus drt, ut cum Hiero- ſpeaks ) our Lord's B 


nymo-verba faciamus. Nec enim 
hic ſcedam illam moramur Gno- 
fticorum colluviem, cum ſuis illis 
effomm conjugiis, abditàque, ft 
Deo placet, & clam ab Apoſto- 
lis-: tradita ſapientia; uti nec 
Cerdonis, Marcionis, Manetis, alio - 
Eod irre: 
præter nomen, Chriſtiani tere 


cognoſeitur, abundè probat. Ve- 


run ad Ecclefiam ipſam quod atti- 


nety ſumma rerum eadem manſit, 


des eadem, idem cultus, eadem 


diſciplina, nec. modica Chriſtiani 


* 


# %* 


E”  © biles-foturi; Unde 
3 tes, Auro quidem deterior, 
fed pretioſior Are, a nobis ap- 


17 x & 


e ſtolis eorumque ſaccefforibus 


ſpiritus, Chriſtianàrumque vir - 
tutum, in Fidelibus menſura. 
Futre tantùm nevi quidam, fi 
modo: bie ſubſtitiſſent, tolera- 
#tas iſta Ar- 


pellata eſt. 


quam: quæ in vulgato Symbolo 
. dicto, exhibetur quem- 


Inn wind erat, ſola immobilis & 
Tin, 8 irreformabilis, quam Eccleſia 
8 per univerſum orbem uſque ad 


te ines mundi ſeminata, ab Apo- 


* acceperat, ac. diligenter cuſto- 


* giebat z, adyerſus quam nihil 
8 eite, 


— 
- N . 


On thi' Different Hater 


Wo duriſciticet” Domini nofri adbac 


* 


warm, and the Faith being then 
but new, was fervent 
vers. There can be no Objei#ion 
againſt this Truth, drawn from the 


— of the Gnoſtick Hereticks,. 


Conjunttions of their 
and their occult Wiſdom, which,they 
pretend, they learned privately from 
the Apoſtles ;, nor yet from the 
Dreams. of Cerdon, Marcion, Ma- 
nes, and others; for tis plain, from 
all that we are able to learnof theſe 
People, that they ret ain d noths 


Chriftianity but the bare Name 


thereof. But to what concerns the 
Church, it was, 4s tothe main, the 


ſame before; the ſame Faith, the 


ſame Worſhip, the ſame Diſcipline, 
and no ſmall. ſhare of Chriſtian Spi- 
rit and Chriftian Vertues were in 
Believers. There were only ſome 
little Blemiſbes, which, if they had 
not grown greater, had been toler a- 


ble: From which this Age, which 


being worſe than the Golden,. and 
better than the By 
called the Silver ons. 


Do you al after the Faith of pogtine. 


this Age? It was no other than what 
was contain'd in the Creed call d the 
Apoſtles, & we learn from Irenæus, 


Tertullian, Novatianus, and others. Tren. lib. 1. 
Men lived by no other Faith, the cap. 2. 
Miniſters of the Goſpel taught no Praftrigt. 
other, and no other was profeſſed by cap. 13. 
theſe who were to be Ti Id. de virg. 


„ Thi was the only Rule o 
& immoueable and un 


& ' which the Church ' propagated to 


© ' the ends of theWorld,receiud from 

the Apoftles and their Succeſſors, . 

and doth diligently keep it; to 

© know nothing contrary * | 
| % Do. 


Brazen, & by ws. 


\ 


es, nor indeed for ſore Ages Tt. WI. 
was 


: Heron ad 
in Belie- 


r 


Cultus. 


. 
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Gſcire, omnia ſcire ſuit, ut ip- 
« ſſiſſima Irene: & Tertulliani ver - 
te ba: uſutpemus. Interim, non 
paucos hujus ævi ores inge 
nio nimis indulſiſſe, &, tum 
Philoſophiam Et hnicam, præſer- 
tim Platonicam, Chriſtiar æ Do- 
Arine admixtam, tum ob Lingua · 
rum originalium, in pleriſque, 
ignorationem, tum ob Allegoria- 
rum ſtudium, quibus ad ineptiam 
uſque indulgebant, tum ob miro- 
rum amorem immodicum, tum 
ob tervidum, præceps, ac modi 
neſcium ingenium, in variis ceſpi- 
taſſe, adto ut ingenium ſuum Ec- 
clefie ſacramemta facerent (quod 
de Origene in primis notatum) 
nemo niſi immoderatus Veterum 


admirator poteſt negare. 


| Origen above 8 other) the Sacra- — 2 * 


Cultum poſtulas ? Idem quoque 
fait, ſaltem fi ad rerum ſummam 
attendamus, quem tradiderant 
Apoſtoli, prout a Juſtino Mar- 
tyre, Tertulliano, aliiſque, illum 
accuratè deſcribentibus, docetur: 
Preces nempe, gratiarum actiones, 
hymni Deo & Chriſto cantati, 


Scripturæ 1 lectæ ex poſitio, 


Baptiſmus, Euchariſtia. Additæ 
tantummodo Cæremoniæ non- 
nullæ, illo quidem tempore non 
malæ, imò piæ quædam ac utiles, 
ſed quas i 
ſum auxit, atque in deterius ver- 
tit, ſequioris ævi ſuperſtitio: ve- 
jut Mart yrum Natalitia, pio qui- 
dem fine, ſed infauſto ſucceſſu in- 
ducta: velat Preces pro defunctis, 
recatiZ' quidem illæ, & idoneo 

undamento caſſæ ſed diverſiſli- 
(HAT mæ 


ob © immoderate Admirer of An- 


poſtmodum in immen- fault with, nay ſome very pioxs 


4 * 

W X , * = , 

- ab 
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„ Doftrines, to know al lan g. 
4 ſpeak in the Words of Ire * 
and Tertullian. In the TER 


* while, no one but who is an 


© tzquity, can de but that 
the Dottors of her e gave too 
great a looſe to their Vit, partiy 
on account of the Ethnic P aſe. 
phy, eſpecially the Platonick, which 
they had ſtudied and mixed wit 

the Ch iſtian Doctrine; partly upon 
account of the Ignorance of moſt of | 
them in the Oriental Tongues \, part · | 

ly on the ſcore of their Study of Alle» [| 
gories, which they indulged eventos 1 | 
Fooleries; partly upon account of 

their extraordinary fondneſs for : 
Miracles, and orth that many of 
them being of a hot, bold, and ungo- | 
vernable Wit, it lead them into - 
various Errors; ſo that they made Hier. Proces 
their Wit ( which i remark'd of lid. . 


| 


- 


ments of the Church. 


Do you enquire after the ee 5. 
Anis; This alſo _ the DF wy 
by 


as to the main, that was taught | 
the Apoſtles, as we are inform d by 

Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, and Juſt. Mart, | 
others who give an accurate de- =. 
ſeription thereof, namely, Prayers Apol, 0. 395 
Thankſgiving, Hymns ſung to God | 
and Chriſt, Leſſons out of Scripture, 

and Expofitions upon them, Bap 

tiſm, and the Eucharift, There 

were only added ſome Ceremonies, 
not indeed at that time to be found 


and profitable ones, which the Su- 
perſtit ion of the following Ages in- 


creaſed, and changed for the worſe; © _. 
As the Obſervance of Martyrs 7 
Birth-Days ( as they call d them) j 
Li. e. when they ſuffer'd] yet ſetup at | 
firft with # good Deſign, but after- 


wards 


8 * 
% - Ln 


3 mie etiam iis quæ poſtmodum 
3 uſurpatæ ſunt; ſiquſdem fiebant 
per omnibus, etiam Martyribus, 
etiam Apoſtolis, quos ſumma 
| adeptos nemo ambigebat: velut 
E de Gonncultm Crucis, ad omnem pro- 
23 greſſum atque promotum, ad 
Sem aditum & exitum, ad 
pveſtitum, ad calceatum, ad lava. 
c.era, ad menſas, ad lumina, ad 
cubilia, ad ſedilia, & quando non? 

ſignari conſuetum: velut Oſcu- 

lum pacis, poſt preces finitas ap- 

poni ſolitum: velut, in Bapt iſmo, 

trina immerſio; ſolemnis atque 
iterata, de nunt io miſſo Diabolo, & 
pommes & angelis ejus, apud 
 -- Fritiſtitem facta conteſtatio ; 
| lactis & mellis præguſtatio, qua 
infantari dicebantur; unctio; ma- 

N nuum impoſitio, a communi lava - 
„ ero per hebdomadem abſtinen · 
tis; veſtis candide illa hebdo · 
12 made geſtatio, unde candida. co» 
hors apud Cyprianum, & Dominica 

- Jimdkgdida:yclut, in Eucbariftia, 
"Symbolorum oblationes a fideli · 
bus factæ; binc preces pro omni- 


2 


dus; mo peculiares preces & 
1 | gratiarum actiones, ſuper ele- 
maenta; dein, panis fractio & 
„ diftributio; vini pariter aqua di- 


$ luti participatio; communio in- 
| fantium; miſſio Euchariſtiæ ad 
 .  =egrotos- atque abſentes; panis 
i nonnunquam intinctio, ſicubi &r 
gris vel infantibus porrigeretur: 
velut corum 9ovotr:e ſive Agape, 
quibus inopes ſublevati, quaſque 
tanta pietate ac eſtia tem- 
ral . Perabant, primis ſaltem illis tem- 


viderentur: quam dliſciplinam: ve- 
lut Stat iones atque Jejunia, quo- 
rum varia admodum ac libera 
erat praxis: velut per uigilia, qui- 


poribus, ut nan tam cœnam cœnare 


bus 


Oi the Different Pater 4 


wards abuſed: 0 ill 7 
prayers for the, 
were then at eve 


for | Martyrs an 
ſelves, of whom. 
ed, * — th 
principal State o 
the Sign of the Croſs: made upon 
them whenever they flirr'd, upon 
their going out and coming in; upon 
putting. on their Cloaths, aud t hein 
Shoes ; when they ment to the Bath; 
or ſat donn to Meals; mben-they. 
lighted Candles, or went to Bed or 
ſat down,or when not ? As the Kiſs 
of Peace, which was uſed to be gi: 
ven when their Prayers were ended; 
as the Trine Immerſion in Bap- 
tiſm; the ſolemn and iterated Re- 
nouncing the Devil, bis Pomp 
and Angels made before the Prief. . 
the Taſting of Milk and Honey, 
by which they were ſaid Infantari: 
Unction, Impoſition of Hands, 
the abſtaining a Week- before from 
the common Bat h, the mearing white 
Garments that Week, from whence 
they are call d the White Compa ; 
ny by St. Cyprian, and that Sun-- 
day. Whitſunday 5 4 in the Eu- 
charift, the Oblation of the Sym- 
bols mage by the Faithful; from 
hence Prayer for all; and, by and 
» pecultar Prayers, and giving of 
anks over the Elements; after- 
wards breaking and diſtributing of 
the Bread, and Participation of the 
Wine diluted with Water; the and, . 
Jending the Euchariſt to ſick ana — 
abſent Perſons, and ſometimes dip- 
ping the Bread in the Wine, when it 
was to be carry to ſick Perſons 
| or 


eſs: As 


F 


5 of the Chriſtian Religion. 


bus concubia nocte ad Deum ce- 
lebrandum excitabantur. Et bi 


quidem ritus horum temporum; 


juibus, ſi dixero, neque cultos 
— neque Bivos ad opem 
vocatos, neque reliquias eorum 
quæſitas, aut honore affectas, ne- 
que imagines adoratas, cum & 


ipfa pingendi ars illicita habere- 


Regimen. 
ö 


Juſtin, M. 


ertull, 


Cyprzan, 


tur, neque Crucis ligna feralia Ce- 
remonias noftras, multo minus 
4 proae rege ac Veopayes Chriſtianos 
fuiſſe, retorquendis facile in ip- 
ſos; fi modo tales fuiſſent, que 
in Ethnicos *vibrabant telis, nec 
alia denique innamera ſequiorum 
temporum adhuc uſurpata, equi - 
dem nihil aſſeram quod per ſeſe 
abunde non pateat, certiſſimiſ- 
que documentis non confirme- 
tur. | 


Sciſcitaris de Regimine ? Erat 
wegeows five Epiſcopus, inde a 
prima antiquitate, & ad Syna- 


gogæ exemplum haud dabie, cui 


uus Roſb Hachoel, fuerat. Erant 
Prezbyteri, five Seniores, hono- 
rem iſtum non pretio, ſed teſti- 
monio, adepti, & quorum ex 
conſilio precipua quæque gere- 


bantur. Accedebant Diaconi, a” 


quibus, & Eucbariſtia diſtributa, 


atque ad abſentes delata, & alia 


miniſteria minoris notæ 2 
A l- 


of which mas various and free : As 


dent, and what might be proved by. _ 


— 


« 
. 
I 
Gan. 
. >» | - 
«- 


ar Infants ;, as their cu,, Apa: 
or Love Feaſts, by which the 
oor were entertain'd, and which” 
they manag'd with that Piety and. 
Temperance, eſpecially in the firſt 
Times, as that they did not ſeem 
Jo. much to eat a Supper, as to 
form an Ordinance : As their 
tations and Faſts, the Practice 


their Watchings, in which they 
roſe at Midnight to praiſe God. 
Theſe were the Ceremonies of thoſe. 
Times, in which if I ſhould ſaythat 
Angels were not worſhipped, nor the 
Aid of Saints implored, nor their 
Relicks ſought for or honoured, nor 
their Images adored, when even the 
Art of Painting was look'd upon as 
5 when the diſmal Mood of 
the Croſs was no part of our 
Ceremon:es, much leſs were the 
Chr iſti ans Worſhippers of Bread, 
and Eaters of their God (it being 
eaſy for the Heathens to have tur- 
ned theſe Otjettions againſt them, 
if there had been any ſuch Pratt ice) 
nor many other things which were 
uſed in latter Times. In laying 
down all thu, I ſay, 1 ſhould aſſert 
nothing but what is abundantly evis 


the beft,Ceremonzes. | 
Do Jou enquire of the Church Go- Government | 
vernment ? There was a Tlpoe5w's or £0 
Biſhop, even before that time, 
up to the firſt Antiquity, un- 
doubtedly taken from the Example 
of the — who had their Rh jun. It. 
Hachoel, ehe Prince or Head of the T- ll. 
Congregation, There was Presby- prian. 
ters, or Seniors, who attained this | 
Office not by Price, but by Teſtimony, | 
and hy whoſe Advice the principal 
Affairs of the Church were managed. 1 
To theſe were added Deacons, by 
; CG which ' 


MEW 2 A A oe? 
* —— — \ 0 
P _ 
Ly 
- * 
» 


cc... —_—_—— —  — — — = — 4% ͤ——W—— TT. EE — n —́j % _ 
- p - V 
ow on are adhd * / „ * ü 
v p ; be. | * 
* : 
. 


ue — „„ - . a4 
_ * 


1 
r CLonſtitutis poems. 4 co 


r — OR 


Qaidugetian'- Lecto res, Acolyths, 
| Exvreifte, poſtmodum accellre. 
Ceterum, nondum Orbis ado« 
rabat Romam; nondum Tibe- 
rinus ille Pontifex Eccleſia Mos 
narcham agebat: Vel, ſi quando 


tes inclementius damnare voluit, 

rout A Viſtore & Stephano factum, 
jam tum en Thy: The dv 
pes pognels ) neque id cæteri mul- 
tum curirant, neque defuerunt: 
qui audaciam illam acerrime ar- 
guerent, prout ſrenai ad Victo. 
rem, & Cypriani ac Fir miliani ad 
Stephanum, Epiſtolæ abunde te- 
ſtantur. | ” TVs : T% 


* 


o, the Different Futen 


jura dare, atque à fe diſſentien- 


were there wanting thoſe who vo 


* — — _ 2 
— - Ly 
DR I © — 
* . 


which the! Euchatif mai difriva- 
ted and curry 


* hin. | 
= bs 
of Ins- 


0 
—— 


as was done by Victor and St 
(for even then the 
guity began to work): other 
Jet little hy bis Cenſures, 


2 bum for it, 15; (the 
ter of Irenæus 2 Pope Victor, 
and thſe of Cyprian and Pirmili- 


an to Stephen, do abundantly be- 


Wer Wa — 2 ftifie. 
- Percontaris de Diſciplina ?* Do you ask concerning their Di piſcipline. 
a 


Sanctiſſima illa fuit, & peccatis 
* aptiſſima; nemine, niſi 
polt idoneam explorationem, ſa 
eris undis tincto; nemine, 
cri cibi participe, niſi qui ad 
Cbriſti normam ſe re vera com- 
poſuiſſet; & ſeveriſſim is, imò 
aliquando plus jaſto ſeveriori- 
in gravius delinquentes, 
41 
cat ione nempe orationis, con- 
ventus, & omnis ſantts commercii, 
ie... relegari ;, quin &, {1 gravius de- 
lictum efſer, omnr Eccleſiæ tecto 
ſabmoveri : Neque modo ad breve 
tempus, ſed ad multos annos- 
non raro, aliquando ad mortem 
uſque, aliquando ne ills quidem 
qui in extremis verſarentur, ad 
Ecclefiz pacem admiſſis: Que 
quidem „ ut in fe ſanctiſlima, 
tamen nimia quandòque fuiſſe, 
& ab Evangelica PEN 


La, 


cipline ? That was moſt holy, an 
excellently well adapted, to deter 

Men from Sin; no one being ad- 
mitted to Baptiſm before he had 

been ftriftly examin d; no one be- 

ing 'allow'd to receive the Sacra Juſt. M. 
ment, but who had exattly conform. Pol. 2. 
ed his Life to the Rule of Chriſt, 
and very ſevere Puniſhments, nay 
oftentimes tos rigid, being inflifted 

on thoſe who had committed any 

great Offence, they being ſhut out 

from the Communication of Pray-'Trerw. Ap... 
er and the Right of Aſſembly, and cap. 3s. 
from all ſacred Commerce; ep 

if the Crime were very heinous, they — 
were perlectly (ſhut out trom the 
Church; not only for a ſhort time, 


but oftentimes for many. Tears, ſome- 


times even to Death, ind ſomet mes 
not being admitted to the Peace of 
the Church, even at their Deaths. 
Which things, as they were in them- 

. ſelves 


4 
A 


has. 4 


Total. 


. 9. 


Tertull. d. eſt, Mart yribus 


AMores. 


cere, larry 


tas, fortitudo, 
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dliquantutim abborrentia, ne- 
gari nequit. Jam, ut Lapſis pax 
redderetur, quis neſcit quam la- 


borioſæ ſubjecti ſint Pœnitentiæ? 


facco & ciner i incubare, corpus ſor- 
dibus obſeurare, animum me ori- 
bus dejicere, paſtum & potum pura 
noſſe, je jumiis preces alere, inge miſ. 

mari, mugire dies nocteſ 
gue, Pre sbyteris advolvi, cars Dei 
adgeniculari, ( unde forlan calum- 
nia illa de Sacerdot um genit al ibus 
a Chriſtianis cultis, cujus mentio 
apud Minutium ) Presbyterss, in- 
quam, advolvi, caris Dei, (hoc 
adgenculars, 
omnibus fratribus legationes depre- 
cationis ſus injungere: Quæ qui- 
dem exomologeſis ( fic Paeniten- 
tiam - publicam vocabant ) cum 
© provolvebat hominem, magis 


tc relevabat; cum ſqualidum fa- 


© ciebat, magis mundatum red- 
& debat ;. cùm condemnabat, ab- 
& ſolyebat, prout eleganter Ter- 
ws tullians, | 


Ac re veri, his tyrociniis,-iſta 
caſtrorum diſciplina, Chriſtiano- 
rum militum virtus, ſanctitas, 
pictas, juſtitia, ſobrietas, caſti- 
conſtantia, dici 
non poteſt quantum promote 
ſint. Enimvero, illis adbuc Sæ- 
culis, vis Chriſtiani nominis, non 


x, in dictis, ſed in ſactis, ſeſe ex 


Minur, Fel, eruit > Oux NY; d & kpſoss 


T& e nusThegs YeooeCuaes He 
5 | Non 


ſetves very pious, ſo it cannot be de- 
nie 


nied, that Jometimies they were over 


done, and did not agree with the 
Gentleneſi of the Goſpel. 
the Fallen to be reftored, every Body 
knows how laborious a Pennance they 
muſt ſubmit to. They muſt ly 
upon Sackcloth of Aſhes; they 
muſt go in a ſordid Habit, th 


Nom for - 


15 


Tertull. de 


muſt caſt down their Mind with P- car. 


Grief; they muſt nouriſh their 
Devotion with Faſting ; they 
muſt groan, weep, bemoan them- 
ſelve> Night and Day; throw 
themſelves down at the Presby- 
ters Feet; kneel before the Be- 
loved of God, ( from whence per- 
baps aroſe that Calumny of the Hea- 


thens, in Minutius Felix, of the 


Chriſtians wor ſhipping the Prieft's 
Genitals, ) I ſay, they muſt fall down 


before the Presbyters, they muſt rerull. : 


kneel defore the Beloved of God, 
(. e. the Martyrs) they muſt beg 
the Interceſſion of all the Bre- 
thren for their Pardon. Which 
Exomologeſis (for ſo they call'd 
the publick Pennance ) When it 
threw down the Man, it did 
thereby the more raiſe him up; 
when it made him ſqualid, it 
made him the more clean; 
whilſt it condemn'd him, ir gave 
him Abſolution; as Tertullian 
elegantly expreſſes it, 


It was by theſe Exerciſes, by Their Ms 


this Military Diſcipline, that the ners. 


Virtue, the Holineſs, the Piety, 
Juſtice, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Courage, 
Corftancy of the Chriſtian Soldiers, 
were raiſed to ſuch a height as can= 
not be expreſſed : For in theſe Ages 
the Power of Chriſtianity diſplay'd 
it ſelf, not in Words, but in Deeds, 
The Affairs of our Keligion are 
to be diſcoyered 2 in Words, 
2 
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Non eloquimur magna, ſed vivimus, but in works; we do not ſpes 
Hinc, in Scriptis illis Apologeti- great things, but live them. 
eis, per ea tempora editis, non Upon this account in thoſe Apolo- 
innocentia modo Chriſtianorum getical Weitings which were publi- 
defenditur, & nemmem Chr iſtia · ſhed in thoſe Times,. not only the 
num malum, niſi. qui idem ſi mu- Innocence of the Chriftians is defen- 
laret, aperte aſſcritur, ſed &, ad ded, but it is expre I eee SY 
exquiſitam illorum ſanRitarem, there was no | Chriſtian an ill 
velut. ad palmarium quoddam Man, unleſs he were one who 
Evangelicæ veritatis argumen - counterfeited the Faith: Nay, 
tum, provocatur. Dicamne, they appealed to this exquifite Holi- 
quanta ipſis fuerit, & colendi meſs of their Lives, as a principal 
Dei cura, & in orando aſſidui - Argument of the Truth of. the Goſs a 
tas, & in promovendo Dei Regno pel. Shall I ſpeak of the great Care 
zelus, & in proximis diligendis they took in the Worſhip of God, 
ſinceritas, & in ſublevandis pau - their Diligence in Prayer, their 
peribus, captivis redimendis, Zeal in promoting the Kingdom of 
confcfſoribus, intra carcerum Goa, their Heartineſs in loving their 
ſepra, inviſendis, ſuſtinendis, eri- Me:ghbour, rhe Pains they tooſ in 
gendis, ſollicitudo, ( miſſa eti- reli ving the Poor, in redeeming | 
am non raro, ad oras remotiſ- Captzves, their viſiting and ſuc cour- Fide 
ſimas, eum in finem ingenti pe- ing and comforting Confeſſors in the 
cunia ) & in domandis libidinibus Priſons, ſending oftentimes to re- 
ſtudium, & in fugiendis. Mundi mote Countries great Sums of Mo- 
illecebris diligentia, & in gra- ney for that purpoſe) their Appli- 
viſſimis per ſecut ionibus, exquiſi- cat ien in conquering their Appetites, 
tiſlimis ſuppliciis, Evangelii cauſ- their Diligence in avoiding the 
ſa, perferendis, fortitudo, alacri - Temptations of the World, their 
tas, & conſtan tia? Res in vul- Courage, Alacrity and Conflancy, in 
gus notiſſimæ, & ab ipſis etiam undergoing the moſt grievous Perſe- 
Chriſt;anorum hoſtibus, non ſine cut ions, and moſt exquiſite Puniſh- 
ſtupore, memoratæ, ments, for the Jake of the Goſpel ?. 
WJ Theſe things were commonly known, 
and are mentioned, not without Ad- 
mirat ion, by the Enemies of the 


2, - 


. Chriſtians. | 

Im. Sic igitur illibata manſit, ad Thus the Chriſtian Religion, 44 III. 

13 ſummam rerum quod attinet, 70 the main, continued unde filed for The Brazen ] — 
ar imo ſic per aliquot perſtitit Sæ - ſeveral Ages, But it began then FEE . ad 0 
M gula, profeiliv Chr iſt ianorum. to be vitiated, when it leaſt ought cunſtantine An 


Perm, tum maxime. vitiari cœ- to be.ſo; the Empire coming into the Great. 
pit, cum. mimmè debuerat; Im- the Faith, infect ing the Church with 
peri ad fidem- adduQs, ſed & the Imperial Pomp; and Heathens 
mperii Pam pay Eccleſiam infi- being converted to Chrift, the Re- 
ciente; Ethnicis ad Chriſtum ligion of Chriſt being depraved by too 
converſis, fed &.Chriſti Religi- great a Conformity to their Religi- 
: Oue. ON 


Of ibe Chriſtian Religion. 


one ad Ethnice formam depra- 


vata; aſſertà +Chriſtianis-- pace, 


Fidei capita 
multiplica- 
ta. 


Bafil. M. 
apud Da- 
maſ. Hilar. 
ad Conſtant, 
Ang. - 


argentea hactenus 


% quam Evangeliorum , 


ſed. & pacis malis irrumpenti- 
bus; Eccleſia divitiis & potentia 
majore, ſed virtutibus minore; 


Antiſtitum honoribus, reditibus, 


im munitatibus, munificent ià Prin- 
cipum auctis, ſed. & eorum ſu- 
rbia, æmulatione, rixis, diſſi - 
iis, pari paſſu augeſcentibus; 
denique levibus illis nævis, quos 


ab initio irrepſiſſe vidimus, ad 


erductis, ut, quæ 
uerat rei 
Chriſtiane facies, in æneam poſt- 
modum, tandem & ferream, mu- 
tata ſuerit. Ire per ſingula non 
vacat; præcipua quædam fat eri 

notaſſe. 


cumulum ita 


Et una quidem ex primariis 
Apoſtolicæ Doctrinæ laudibus, 
ſuit illa Fidei ſinceritas, fuit illa 
credendorum paucitas, quæ in 
eorum Scriptis obſervatur. At 
vero, illo, quo de agimus, tem- 
pore, Fidei capita in immenſum 
aucta, nova Symbola quotidie 
cuia, novæ voces quotid ie in- 
ductæ, Scriptis humanis atque 
Conventibus nova auctoritas 
uotidie adſcripta, ſubtiliorum 
de rebus divims dilquiſitio- 
num nullus fiuis, Chriſti Religio 
in artem converſa; T£XY0AoY#51v , 
3 De 04 avipora inqui- 
ebat Baſilius; tot- fices exiſtere 
cœper unt , quot voluntates; 
© erat fides temporum, potius 
ſecun- 
© dum annos ſcribebatur; dum- 
“ que plures quotidic fierent 


ad id cœperunt eſſe, ne ulla fir, 


qucmadmodum turbato illo evo, 
Nicænam Synodum n 
ri- 


on z Peace to the Church 
cured, the Evils of Peace 
breaking in upon 


Pride, Ambition, Quarrels, Divi- 


fions with equal. Degrees increaſing; 


in a Word, thoſe little Blemijhes, 
which we obſerved from the begin- 
ning to have crept 
to ſuch a Bulk, þat the Face of Chri- 
Rlianity, which was before Silver, 
was now changed into Braſs, and at 
length into Iron. 
to 1: ſift upon all Particulars, it will 
be ſufficient to remark ſome. of the 
chief 


One of the principal Excellen- Anicles o 
cies of the - Apoſtles Doctrine, u the Faith mul 
Purity of Faith, and the fewneſs of *lied © 


things to be believed, which are ob- 
ſervable in their Writings, But in 
this time which we are now ſpeaks 
ing ef, Articles of Faith were vaſt- 
ly increaſed, new Creeds were eve» 
ry Day coined, new Words brought 
into uſe, new Authority was conti- 


nually given to Human Writings and 
Convent ions; there was no end of 


ſubtile Diſquiſitions concerning di- 
vine Matters, the Chriſtian Religi- 


on was turned into an Art, and as 


St. Baſil ſays, Men rather ſeem'd 
to act the part of Artiſts than 


Divines; there were ſo many Faiths 


as there were Men's Humours : i 


c 
Was the Faith of the Times daſs 50 | 


than of the Goipel ; Men wrote 


Dwinity according to the Times 
they lived in, and when, new 
Faiths were continually. coined, . 


it brought Matters to that pals 


that there began to be none, 4 
Hila- 


mg pro. 
likewiſe 
: the Church 
being now great in Riches and Pow- 
er, but wirhal leſs in Vertue; the 
Honours, Revenue» and Immunity of 
the Clergy, being increaſed by the 
Bounty of * alſo their 


in, being grown. 


IT have not time. 


— 


Gregor, Na- 
Z4n%, in 


EEO atzontbus 


0 


Arianis tumuftibus deformi, que- 
rebatur Filariu. 


Alia genuini Chriſtianiſmi 
laus, fait illa *Calths fimplicitas, 
qua, tum ab Ethnicis ineptns, 
tum à Jodaicorum rituum onere, 
Chriſtiani ſublevabantur. At 
Mis Szculis, que nos jam deſ- 
eribimus, five ex innata humano 


ingenio ad res ſenſbiles propen- 


fione, five ad augendum Sacrorum 
decus, five præpoſterà quadam 
Ethnicorum emulatione , five 
male” ſanis Oratorum ac Poeta- 
rum figmentis, Religio, quam 


. pauciſſimis & manifeſt iſſimis ce- 


lebrationum ſacramentis mi- 


e ſeticordia Dei liberam eſſe 


& yoluerat, ſervilibus oneribus 
« indies premi cœpit; ut tole- 
e rabiliorum Judzorum condi- 
& tionem fuiſſe, qui legalibus 
« quidem ſarcinis, non humanis 
© preſumptionibus ſubjicieban- 
te tur, Auguſt inus aſſerere & la- 


- © mentari non vereatur. 


Quod Martyres, alioſque San- 
os, in Domino pie defunctos, 


ſummo in pretio haberent Chri- 
. Mtiani, id laude quidem digniſſi- 
mum erat. Quod memorias eo - 


rum ſtatis diebus celebrarent, 


id, ſi non præceptum à Deo, 


vix tamen culpari merajt, fiqui- 
dem ad accendendam parem in 


vivis pietatem honos ine ſuit 


comparatus. Quod poſtmodum 
in Concionibus aliquando com- 
pellati ſint, id oratorium initio, 


adeo minime urgendum 5 un- 


de & bæc ut plurimum addita 
& Tis ne, & Tis got Tv nie rep 
, & ph ToAunew dre adv. At 

fn ; vero, 


I 
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to human Preſu 


/ 


Hilary complains of that Age which 
followed the” Nictne Council, an 
—— deformed by the Arian Diftra- 

ions. ene eee eee 
Another Excellency of Primitive 
Chriftianity mas the 
ita Worſhip, by which the Chriftians 
were eaſed fromthe Heaben Foole> 
ries and the Burden of the Jewiſh 
Rites. But in thoſe Ages which we 
are now deſcribing, whether it come 


to paſs from an innate Propenſion to 


ſenſible things, or from à Deſign 
ther eby the more to adorn the Chri- 


ftian-worſhip, or from an unwar- - 


rantable Emulation of the Heathens, 
or from the wild Fiction: 


Sy 1 
© Orators and Poets, that Religion, ug. Epik. 


te which the Mercy of God would 


« have to be free by the Celebration 
plain 


© of a few, and thoſe v 
© Sacraments, began every day more 
© and more to be oppreſſed by ſervile 
& Burdens; ſo that Auſtin does not 
© ſtick to aſſert and lament, that 
© the Condition of the Jews was 
more tolerable, who were ſubjelt 
© indeed to legal Burdens, but not 


(ions. 


- 


Ceremonies 


mpl icity of mighcily 


119. ad 
Jan, 


It was a very laudable thing, Sainte. 


that the firft Chriftians highly 
efteemed the Martyrs, and other 
Saints who had departed inthe Lord, 


That they celebrated their Memo- 


ries upon certain Days,altho this was 


not commanded by God, yet it could 


hardly be blamed, when ths Ho- 


nour was given them, to excite the 
Living to a like Piety. That af 
terwards they were called upon in 
Sermons, was only a Stroke of Ora- 
tory at firſt, and therefore not much 
to be flood upon; from whence pro- 


„ Ceeded many of theſe Expreſſions, 


- 


If thou, O happy Soul, haſt any Greg. Nar. 


Knowledge of what we do: If 
| thou 


\ 


in ſeveral 
places, 


PS 


Hieroſul. 


vero, | quod figur illa mon in 
* ſenſum detortee ſimt, 
5 img Circa fu. 
vagari, ibique 
exaudire,, & Miracula 
trare ereditæ, b 
iquiz- queſitz, & majori indies 
cultu exceptæ, quod Baſilicæ, 
quod Oratoria in eorum hono- 
nem quòd Feſta. {olen- 
nia ĩpſis dicata, quod eorum de- 
nique patrocinium, & apud De- 
| um ationes ſtudiose am- 
bditæ, il 


degeneris Chriſtianiſmi, 
& revocati velut poſtliminio Eth- 
niciſmi indicia fuère. HT 
— , — 1 41 "1 T \ 
TY, | 


Imagine. sed &; ne quid Ethnicum 


deeſſet, ills divinis præſcripti- 
onibus ita expreſſè vetitæ, illæ 
a primis Chriſtianis tanto ſtudio 
proſcriptæe Imagines, poſt mo- 
dum, tum ob ornatum, tum ad 
juvandam memoriam, & rudio- 
rum inſtitutionem, tum ut plebs 
x Wt Aſſueta diu ſacris ſervire profanis, 
3 advena Chrifto lubentius fieret, 
quema dmodum . teſtis eſt Pauli- 
nw, ſenſim in Eceleſias illate, 
nec multo poſt cultu affectæ ſunt, 
Diu obſiſtunt viri pii. Vetat 
Concel, Eli- Concilium Eliberitanum picturas 
$7. Ce.35- in Ecclefiis eſle. Exardeſcit 
4 605. . Epiphanius, velumque effigie ſig- 
natum ſcindit. Frangit Serenus 


Eregor. M. imagines & ab Eccleſiis pro- 
I. . jicit. Carolus Magnus cum ſuo 


illo Francofurtenſi Concilio, Lu- 
dovi cus Pius cum Pari ſienſi, Eth- 
nicam praxim Decretis caſti- 
gant. Imperator Orientis non 
unus imaginibus adverſum ſe 

| pi 
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 warditheſe' H 


quod eorum re». 


RES any Diſcourſe of our 
irs ; If it be not too bold to 
lay this to thee, But that aſter- 
| es were dramm in- 
to aliteral Senſe; That the Souls of 
Adartyrs wundred about their 
Graves, and there heard the Pray- 
ers which mere put up to them; that 
they mene believed. to do Mira. 
gles, and that their. Relicks were 
hunted after, and were every Day 
more and more Wor ſhipped; That 
Churches and Oratories were built 
to their honour ;, That ſolemn Feaſts 
were dedicated to them; That 
their Patronages and Interceſſions to 
God, on their behalf, were earneſtiß 
deſired, theſe things were ſigns of 2 
degenerate Chriſtianity, and of a 
fort of Heatheniſm coming in a- 
gain. 5 
And that nothing of Heatheniſm Images. 
might be want ing, Images, wich 
werelſo expreſly farkid by the Divine 
Lam, and ſo much condemned by 
the Primitive Chriſtians, were af- 
ter mards, partly for Ornament, 1 
and partly to affift the Memory and © 
to inſtruct the Ignorant, and partly 
that the common People who were | 
So long accuſtomed to Heathen Paul. Nat. 
Rites.— | 9. Felic.. | 
might the more willingly embrace 
Chriſtianity; theſe were firſt brought 
into Churches, and afterwards were 
Worſhipped. Holy Men withſtood: 
this a great while; The Council of 
Eliberis forbids Pictures to be pla- 
ced in Churches. Upon the thought 
of this, Epiphanius was in an Heat, Conc.. Elib. 
and tore aVeil which had a Pifture, S Bein | 
drawn upon it. Serenus brake Ima» ad Joh. His 
ges, and threw them out of the erol. | 
Charch Charles the Great in his ©; Me + 


3 K * 88 „ 
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3 4 


Synod held at Franctort, and 5. 
Ludovicus Pius in his Synod at. 
Paris, 


Lib. IX. Ep. | 
| 
| 


"0 
| 


— 
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SynoA. Pa- Ilias peſtis, part im ignorant ia, par- 
An. dt. tim prime Conſue 


. * 


EW 
e , Jam, de Baptiſmi & Euch 


dtebet. 


Fruſtra hæt omnia fuereñ Quip- 


5 FL „„ 1 f ON a 87 ale from à bad Cuſtom, 
5 ur Fa je the Council of Paris ſpeaks) pre- An. 3:4- 
aig} £ P44 


FR 8 , | Ik 7 | . 
ä 4, Hincmaris, Paris, made Decrees te condemn 
Vaud ius Tahrinenſit, & ali bene this Heure Pratt ite; ant of 
multi, in Oceidente vbniturtur. the Emperors. ef the Ealt; "declars 
| wmfel ves again the % of theſe; 
pe, inter Imperii tur bas, & mu- Agobardus, Hinemarus, Clau- 
tuns Concitioram ſecum invicem dius Taurinenſis, and many others, 
nantium diras, ſuper ftitionss endeavour the ſame thing in [the 
eſt. But all this wa in vain; 


u], (ic 


prævaluit. dit Nr. ND by Fro of the; ;mathems!s cant rary Coun 
ec, the Plague ol that Superſti- 
s * tion, partly from Ignorance, and 


+ 
\\ 


* * 


Ae wailed,. 245% 

a- What hall we ſa 
i ſolennibus, quid dicamus? Ties uſed in Bapriſm, and the Eu. 
Quos quidem ritus, in ſe ipſis chari# ? Which Rites as they are in 
planiſſimos, & inteſlectu obvios, themſelves very plain, and eaſy to 
non tam novos inſtituit, quàm, be under ſtvod, fo our Saviour did 
ex Judæurum uſibus deſumptes, mor ſo much inftitute them anew, as 


IT IFEL 


ſux Diſciplinæ aptavit: Chriſtus. taking them from the uſage of the. 


or whatiby reaſam of:the Troubles of 
'loquuntur» Par ienſen) tandech the Empire,! ahd mbat upon account 


(Jer syn. Pac. 


of the Ceremo- B 


quioris . vi | 
| 2 ſuſpicati ſunt, & ad crean- 


Neque vero primi Chriſt iani: ab 
horum rituum fine atque indole 


Jews, adapted them to his Religion. 


Neither did the Primitive Chrifti- 


ſtatim aberrirunt; utpote quos ans, for 4 good 7 make any 


in Apologiis, ad Erhwcos ' 1pſos 
datis, apertiſſime fimul & 5 
. deſcribunt. 


Doctores. 


Deviation from the End and Nature 


m-- of theſe Rites, which in their Apolo- 
Verum' gzes to the Heathens they plainly and 

rduit ſimplicitas illa apud ſe- Simply deſcribe. But this Simplicity = 
Majus ſeemed tas mean to the Doctors of 


the following Ages. They ſuſpected 


m apud Ethnicos reverenti- ſome greater thing to be in them, 


am aptius. Furrunt jam geare 
uus hela, miri quidam ac tremen- 


di ritus, de quibus, niſi apud 


initiatos, ne muſſitare quidem 


licuit; ig oi αεEnEEUĩn Hinc 


nova pompa quotidie Solennibus 


lis addita, nova virtus iis ad- 


ſcripta, novæ figure , novæ 


oF v@ipCoaci,. in extollendis illis 
ulſurpatæ. Quod quidem, pro- 


greſſu temporis, in eam excre- 


vit + prodigiorum, imo abſurdi- 
tatum, molem, cujus, niſt 


8 


certis 
nimi- 5 


and ſome: hing more fit to create Re- 
verence amonꝝ the Heathen. Hence 


came the dread Myſteries,the won- | 


derſul and tremendous Rites, 


of which they muft not ſo much as 
| | the: Initiat- 
ed; thoſe who are Partakers of 2 
the Myſteries know what they _. 


whiſper bur among 


are. From hence ſome nen Pomp 


is continually added to theſe Sacra- 


ments, ſame new Virtue is aſcribed, 


ſome new Figur es and nem Hyper- 


boles 


* 


Regimz inis 
facies mula” 
fa, 


* 
— * 
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nimium conſtaret documentis, boles uſed in extolling them, Which 
fides eſſet laboratura. in proceſs of time, grew to that heap 
G . of Monſters and Abſurdities, which 
| | we could not believe, unleſs we had 
oaks | the moſt evident Aſſurance thereof, 
Quemadmodum vero in Riti- - Now, as in Ceremonies, ſo in the 
bus, fic & in ipſo Eccleſia Re- Government of the Church, there 
gimine, a primeva inſtitutione was ſwerving from the Primitive 
non parum aberratum eſt. Tota Inſtitution. The whole Force of it 
ejus facies mutata. 
Munerum nullus finis. Politia Iſtitut ing Eccleſiaſtical Officers; 
Eccleſiaſtica ad Imperii normam the Church Polity was modell d ac: 
exacta. Miniſteria in Dignita- cording to the Form of the Empire; 
tes, docendi cura in ſocordi the Miniſterial Offices were chan 
am, modeſtia in faſtum, pietas ed into Dignitres; the Care of Teac 
in factionem converſa. ing ants Slot hfulneſt; Modeſty into 
Synodi, ad Eccleſiæ bonum, Pride; Piety into Faction; Synods, 
& componenda diſſidia, natæ, which were deſigned to compoſe the 
ab illis finibus ita degeneres, Differences in the Church, did ſo 
partium ſtudiis ita violatz, Prin- degenerate from-that End, being 
cipum arbitrio ita mancipatæ, ut ſo perveried by Faction, and ſo 
nullam ſe vidiſſe, quæ non mags laviſhly devoted to the Wills of 
ad augenda mala, quam minuen- Princes, that Nazianzen witneſſes, 
da, contulerit, teſtetur Nazianze- That be never ſaw any one of 


- 
. 


Novorum was changed; there was no end of 


The Face of 
Church Go- 
vernment 


Gregor, Na- MUS 7, di Yap PINOY ju. Di 
xianx.Epiſt. Ab xperTloves, nam, addit, lit i- 
= fre and. & imperitands cupido, plus 

uam ratio, in illis valent. Unde 

| e $2uy ev TarTh TUAAoY of ETIT HOG), 
ſſe -omnem Epiſcoporum .conventum 

P fugere atque averſari, aperte pro- 
dit. Quorum tamen Conventu- 
um ulus, pro imperantium vo- 
luntate, & ſæpe quidem minimis 
de cauſſis, ita temporibus illis 
crebreſcebat, ut Ethnicis ludi- 
e brio eſſent, caterviſque illis Anti- 
Aarcell, 


| = 7 PO citroque diſcurr entibus, per Syno- 


dos, quas appellant, rei vehicularie 
nervos ſucciſos, joco-ne an ferio, 
notet Ammianus. 


Carriages, that they ſpoil'd the 


\ 


them which did not more in- 
creaſe the Diſtempers of the 


Church, than leſſen them; for Greg. N 


the Ep- 55. 


the love of Contention, an 
Proco 


love of Power, were more pre- 
valent in them, than Reaſon: 
Wherefore he openly declares, That 
he ſhunned and avoided thoſe 
Meetings of the Biſhops. Which 
Conventions, they meeting accordin 

to the Pleaſure of the Prince, an 

upon ſo little Occafions,were ſo come 
mon in thoſe Times, that they made 


ftitum , juments publicw ultro Sport to the Heathen ; Fur Ammi- 


anus, either jeftingly or ſerjouſly, 
takes notice, That Troops of Bi- 
ſhops run ſo much backwards 
and forwards to their Synods, as 
they call them, in the Publick 


Limbs of the OO. 


Ammian. 
Marc. lib. 


21. cap. 16 
7 
J 


- 


1 


| . 
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Theodorets, 
Capitula, tots etiam poſt obitum 


FS 24-4 ry” 
0 F 


E Et quis neſcit Antiſtitum - 

* os, zmulationes, diſſidia, bella 
pluſq 

inter moritura, utramque Anna- 


uam civilia, & nunquam 


lium paginam implentia ? Pug- 


nas nempe de rebus leviſſimis, 


de meris yocibus ut plurimuùm, 
de ritibus adiaphoris, de myſte- 
riis ax νε, de queſtionibus 
quas neutri intelligerent , imo 
& a ſe non intelligi ipſt ſæpe 
confiterentur : Convitia ab An- 
tiſtibus, nullo pudore, nullo 
ire modo, in ſe invicem con- 


jecta; qualia, vel ab uno Hiero- 


mo, mox in Ruffinum , mox in 
ovinianum, mox in Vigilant ium, 


. mox in Fohannem Hiereſlymita- 
num, fœda prorſus, & ore Chri- 


ſtiano indigniſſima, proferuntur : 
Anathemata in mortuos, imo 
pluribus nonnunquam poſt obi- 
tum Szculis, vibrata; velut in 
Origenem illum Adamantium , 
cujas pridem defuncti fama tot 
convitiis diſcerpta, ſed cujus ta - 
men, cum invidia nominis, op- 
taſſet Hieronymus habere etiam 
ſcientiam. ſcripturarum; velut in 
beodori, atque Tbe 


Szculo Eccleſiam in partes vo- 


cantia; De ſummis Sedibus cer - 


tamina, non ambitu modo ſœ- 
diſlima, 


apientum inter Ethnicos, 
ſtomachum moventia; velut in 


Damaſi & VUrſicini, Romanum 


Epiſcopatum ambientium, com- 
petitione, quà peremptorum uno 
die, in Baſilica Sicinii, 


effer atamgue diu plebem egre de- 


_ dinitam, , non ne ates 


ferences o 


fill up the Books of Hiftory ? Th 
had Quarrels about the —4 Do | 


for a Chriftian*'s Mouth; throwing 
out Anathema's againft the Dead, 


ſed & tumultibus ac 
- * non ſemel funeſtata, 
&. |; 


cent um 
trigint a ſeptem reperta cadavera, 


On the Different Fates 


Befides, who is ignorant, that 
the Anger, Contentions, and | 
the Biſhops; © Diffe- 
rences more than Civil, and which 
were ſometimes never made up, do 


Matters, for the moſt part about 
meer Words, about indifferent Rites, 
about unintelligible Myfter ies, about 
Cows which neither of them un- 

erflood, nay, which they them- 


ſelves confeſſed that they did not 


underſtand ;, Reproaches caſt by ſame 
of the Clergy 
any Mod eſty or Temper; as to inftance- 
only in Jerom, one time flying out 
againſt Ruffinus, at another, againſt 
Jovinian > ſoon againſt Vigilan- 
tins, and then againſt John of Je- 
ruſalem ; uy againſt them 
moſt ſcandalous Words, and not fit 


and that many Years after their 
Deceaſe, as againſt Origen, whoſe 
Charatter after his Death was tore 
in pieces with ſo many Invettives, 
tho at the ſame time St. Jerom 


ſo envied him, that he wiſhed he 


againſt others, without 


wilt E. al 


had, his Knowledge of the Scrip- Hier. Pro- 
tures; 4s the Calumnies which were % 


thrown upon the Chapters of Theo- 
doret, . Theodorus, and Ibis, which 
divided the Church inte Parties, a. 
whole Age after they were dead. 
Their Contentions about the chief 
Sees, not only in ſcandalouſly can- 
vaſing for them, but occaſioning ſuch 
Tumults and Murders by them, ſo 
as to make the. wiſe Heathens to 
upbraid them for it ,. as inthe Com- 
petit ion of Damaſus and Urſici- 
nus, for the Biſhop - of Rome; 
during Which, in the. Church ok. 
Siciniu, there were. * 

n 


the R. 
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& graviſſima cenſurz nota, ho- 
mo Ethnicus refert Ammianns ; 
Ih. Lb. 22. Qui & alibi, n«llas infeftas homi- 
0 0» nibus beftias, ut ſunt ſi bi ferales 
plerique Chriftianorum, diſerte al- 
ſerit. Que _ Eccleſiz 
probra ac dedecora, exemplo 
Conftantins M. pallio obvelare, 
eorumque monumenta in ignem 
conjicere mallem, quam eorum 
memoriam recolere, niſi ex his 
documenta ducere, & alienarum 
culparum moneri exemplis, è re 


__ 3 d, G * b 
oe 1 od unus inter Epil- 
. * pari cum reliquis loco, ſi 
ad originem ipſam aſcenderis, 

nec majori porteſtate præditus, 

mox, ſuadente Urbis majeſtate, 

favente Chriſtianorum illuc undi- 

que ob yaria negotia proficiſcen- 

tium concurſu, adjuvante Impe- 
ratorum, aliorumque Principum, 

in illam Sedem benevolentia, & 

collatis in eam honoribus, promo- 

vente Auguſtæ Sedis Conſtanti- 
nopolim tranſlatione, & Barba- 

rorum irruptionibus, & fractis 

Imperii viribus, aliiſque circum 

ſtantiis, impellente inter hunc 
Epiſcopum & Byzantinum æmu- 
latione, accedentibus plurium 

ex iis, qui Sedem iſtam occu- 

Bf. M. parunt, artibus, in illud tandem 
4 Jb. luperciliu ( dopo G dicitur 
Ep. ad ca- Baſilio; fumoſum typhum dicunt 
leſt. Africani ) in illud, inquam, ſu- 
perbiz atque arrogantiz cul- 

men aſcendir, ut omnia ad ſe 
trahere, more dictatorio de om- 

nibu, pronuntiare, Epiſcopi Oe- 
cumenici titulum uſurpare, & 

cum titulo imperium reveri in 
univerſam Eccleſiam aſſumere, 

Leges figere ac refigere, ſeſe ſu- 

| pra 
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Am. Marcel. 
lib. 38. cap. 3. 


hundred and thirty ſeven dead 
Carcaſes kill'd in one day, and the 
Common- People were in ſuch an 5 
uproar, that it was very hard to N 
appeaſe them, as Ammianus Mar- 
4 an Heathen Writer, does 
relate, not without a very ſevere 
Animadver ſion, and who in another | 
place does exprefly aſſert, That wild vid. Hb. 2; | 


Beaſts do not infeſt Mankind cap. 5 


more, than Chriſtians are Plagues 
to one another, f | 


What fhall we ſay, that one among 
the Biſhops, but of equal Authority 
with the reſt, if you look back to his 


the Biſho 
of Rome» 


Original; but afterwards, by rea- 
ſon of the greatneſs of his 
the vaſt Concourſe of People thither 
_ Buſineſs ;, upon account of the 

ounty of the Emperors, and other 
Princes, to that See, who likewiſe con- 
ferred confiderable Honours upon it; 
the Tranſlation of the Imperial Re- 
fidence to Conſtantinople, the Ir- 


Gy, and | 
| 


N 

| 

rupt ion he b ö . 
pt ions of the barbarow Nations | 


ana the Decay of the Power of the 
Empire, the Emulation between 
that and the Conſtantinopolitan 
See, with other Circumſtances 
Mit ing; to which we may add the 
Arts of thoſe that ſat in that See, 
which roſe to ſuch a Degree of 
Haughtineſs and Arrogance, ( St; 
Baſil calls it the Weſtern Brow : 
the Aﬀricans call it the Smoaky 
Pride) that he beganto bring all 
things to his cognizance, to pro- 
nounce like a Dictator upon ever 

Matter, to uſurp the Title of Uni. 
verſal Biſhop, and, beſides the Title, 
in reality to take upon bim the Go» 
vernment of the whole Church, to 
make Laws =w to repeal them, to 


2 exalt 


+ 


_ 


f Which Diſgrace of tue Church, I could be willing, with conſtanti ne the Great, 
the Records of chem, than to remember them, unleſs 


it were to our Advantage, to take Warning by theſe Miſcarriages, 


to throw a Cloak over, and rather burn 


— 


* 
1 
Li 
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On the Different Fate 


pra Reges ipſos ac 1 
extollere, illos pro libitu ex- 
auctorare, ſubditos fidelitatis fa- 
cramento exſolvere, alios in eo- 
rum locum ſufficere, denique 
Monarcham Eccleſiæ , Chriſti 
Vicarium, Deum in terris, ſeſe 
gerere non dubitaverit: Ut pa- 
teret vere illum eſſe, qui, juxta 
Pauli vaticinium, in Templo Dei 
ſeſſurus, ſe pro Deo venditaturus, 
ſeque ipſum de Te ciCacue, 
auſu ſacrilego, elaturus fuerat. 

Inter bæc vero, & aliud ma- 
lum in Eccleſiam irrepſit; re- 
miſſa nempe paulatim, tandem- 
ue exſtincta prorsus Diſciplina. 
nimvero, autta dignitatibus ac 
divitiis Eccleſia, aucta ſimul li- 
centia eſt. Principes, aliique 
Nobiles, dum in vitia 8 
ruerunt, jugum Chriſti detre- 
Kare, omnem Eccleſiæ liberta- 
tem, jura omnia everſum ire, 
Epiſcopi, ſæcularibus impliciti 
negotiis, alia omnia, quam ſui 
gregis. emendationem, curare : 
diras omnes, non in vitia, ſed 
in {bereſes, vibrare ; partium 
ſtudiis totos ſe tradere, reliqua 
omnia poſthabere > Eccleſias, 
non antiquo ritu, Presbyteris ni- 
mirum in conſilium vocatis, 
ſed pro lubitu adminiſtrare, a- 
deoque multa negligere, ad que 
attendi oportuit. Tandem pub- 
lica Pcenitentia penitus deſueſ- 
cere, nec niſi inanis quædam 
ejus umbra relinqui cœpit, quæ 
nec frænum vitiis injiceret, nec 
in aliis propemodum quam in 
nugis. occuparet ur. 


Quibus omnibus, quam cor- 
rupti fuerint, quantum à pri- 
mZzya. puritate. devii, Chriſtia- 


norum. 


atores 


exalt himſelf above Kings and Em- 
perors, to depoſe them at bis 'Plea- 


ſure, to.abſolve their Subjects from 


their Oath of Allegiance, and to ſub- 


ftitute other in their places, to make 


himſelf the Monarch of the Church, 

the Vicar of Chrift, a God u 

Earth: Which made it clear, that 2 Tbeſſ. a. 4 
he was that Perſon who, accordin 

to St. Paul's Prophecy, oppoſet 

and exalteth himſelf above all 

that is called God, or that is 
worſhipped, 

Among theſe Evils of the Church The Diſci- 
there crept in another, which was, Pline ſunk. 
That the Diſcipline was remiſs and 
in a manner extinct For the Church 
being increaſed in Dignities and 
Ric hes, Licentiouſneſ; likewiſe in- 
creaſed with them. Princes, and 
ot her great Men, run into all Mic- 
keaneſs and Extravagancies,throw- 
ing off the Toke of Chrift, they broke 
through all the Eccleſiaſtical and 
Humane Laws, The Biſhops bein 
immerſed in ſecular Affairs, 71 
care of every thing elſe but their 
Floc s; they threw out their Ana- 
the ma's not againſt Vices but againſt 
Herefies;, they laid out all their 
Time in promoting of Parties, ne- 
glecting every thing elſe; they did 
not call in their Presbyters to adviſe. 
with, but did every thing upon their 
amn Head,and therefore muſt nceds 
neglect many things which they ought 
to have taken care of. At laft 
Publick Pennance began to be diſ- 
uſed, or at leaſt nothing left but an 
empty Shadow of it, which neither 
gave any Check to Wickeadneſs, non 
was uſed in any but frivolous Mat- 
ters. | 

By all which, how corrupt the Manners 
Manners of Chriſtians were render- daily grow-- 


wi . ing worſe 
ed, and how much deviated from the , wore. 


71 


Tee. 


Nen 


T 


ubique, 


7 * * 


F 


of. the Chr 

ram mores, me tacente, a- 
unde perſpicitis, Ita profectò 
fuit, Auditores, Chriſtiani no- 
mine quidem plurimi, re pauciſ- 
ſimi fuerunt. Pietatis forma 
vis nuſpiam. Religio, 
non ut antea, in mentis puritate, 


mornmque innocentia, tota in 
ritibus collocari coepit. 


Princi- 
s: bellis ſævire, in omnem ef- 


fundi libidinem, nullo ab Eth- 


Salvian, de 


Guber, Dei. 
lab. 3. 


Iv 


nicis diſcrimine. Antiſtites ſu- 
perbia tumeſcere, factionibus a- 
itari, in res ſuas toti intendere. 
lebs, cœcos illos Ductores ſecuta, 
iiſdem vitiis indulgere, idem in 
barathram ſe conjicere. Adeo 
ur, præter pauciſſimos, Jui vitia 
fugiebant, nihil aliud catus omnes 
Chriftianorum, quam vitiorum ſen- 
tinam fuiſſe, conqueratur Salvi- 
anus; Eccleſiamque, navi putreſ- 
centi, ac præ vetuſtate naufra- 
ium minanti, Gregorius ille 
agnus aſſimilare non vereatur: 
Heu! quid dicturus uterque, fi 
ad illam temporum fæcem ac 
utredinem , quæ aliquot poſt 
æculis conſpecta eſt, vitam pro- 
tendiſſent? 


Atque ita ſenſim ad infauſta 


TI" 


iſtian Religion. 


Primitive Purity, you your. ſelves. 
are apprized of, without my ſpeak- 


ing. This, Sirs, was the State of the. 
Church then: There were many Chri- 
ftians in Name, but fewin reality, 
The Form of Puety was every where, 


but the Power no where : Religion. 
did not, as heretofore, conſiſt in 
Purity of Mind and Innocency of 
Manners, but it began all to be pla- 
ced in Ceremonies, Princes raged. 
in War one againſt another, giving 


themſelves looſe to all their Lufts, 


in no ways different from the very 


Heat hens. The Biſhops were proud. 


and fattious, and only intent upon 
their own Intereſt, The common 
People following theſe blind Guides, 
indulged themſelves in the ſame Vi- 
ces, and fell into the ſame Pit. Sa 
that excepting ſome fem good Perſons. 
( Salvian complains) the Con- 


gregation of Chriſtians was no- 


thing but a Sink of Vices; and as 


Gregory the Great compares it, the 
Church was like a roiten Ship, 


which was continually in danger 
of ſinking. Oh! What would 
both of them have ſaid, if they had 
lived to thoſe Dregs and Corruption 


of Times, which were ſeen ſome. 


Ages after ! 


My 4 


2 illa delabimur tempora, quibus Aud nom we are by Degrees fallen iv. 


10. & ſe- tetriora ac fœdiora ne fingi qui - down into thoſe unhappy Ages, than, Tvc ye 

121 dem N vel acerrimi cauſſæ which, as the Defenders of Popery Tb ag 

An. goo, Pontificiz defenſores non infici- themſelves allow, more. filthy and.tollowing © 
Seck. 1. antur. Certe Barons Scculi X. ſcandalous ones can not be imagin= Ades. 

primordia narraturus, dicit “ il- ed, Baronius in his Introduction | 

& 1ud, ſui. aſperitate ac boni ſteri- ro his Hiſtory of the Temh Age Baron. ad A 

« litate f m, mali exun- ſays, That by i 2 4 0 · Sed. 

itate ferreum, ſays, at by us roughneſs an | 

8 dantis deformitate plumbeum, 0 barrenneſs of all Good, it may be | 

by inopia Scriptorum obſcurum, 5 called the Iron Age; that for its 

2 © appellari conſueviſſe. Et mox Deformity, upon the account of 

* 912 „ Deum oblitum, Eccleſiæ luz, © the Prevalence of all Vice, it 


© & cujus facies lurida ac fœdiſſi “ may be ftiled the Leaden Age ;, 
©, | (* 


6 0 


| ER * 


ma; 


85 


3 


IA. An. goo 


& ma; Chriſtum alto ſopore in 
A Ecclefiz navi dormii ſe, ne- 
e que quenquam, qui ipſum ex- 
on pork repertum eſſe; abo- 


et minationem deſolationis tunc 


Seck. 1. & 3. cc in Eccleſia viſam; vix credi 


-& poſſe, quam indigna, quam 
0 Larp ac deformia, - quam 
« execranda ac abominanda, 
« jn Apoſtolica ſede viſa fint, 
s expreſſis verbis docet Purpu- 
«© ratus. Referam-ne craſſiſſi 
mam illorum temporum igno- 


rantiam, exſtiacta ſtudia, ja- 


centes literas, incubantem Ec- 
cleſiæ barbariem, humanarum 
pariter ac divinarum rerum im- 
peritiam, ſtuporem quendam ani. 
mis inditum, eo uſq; ut nemo fere 
ui literas didiciflet, Rome ex- 

itiſle perhibeatur ? Dicam-ne 
effrænem prorsus, quæ tum reg- 
nabat, morum licentiam? “ Fi- 


& dem defeciſſe; timorem Do- 
e mini de medio ſublatum; pe- 


& rjifſe de rebus juſtitiam; @- 


“& quitatem ſubactam; violen- 


& tiam atque fraudem late do- 
© minantes; continentiæ, par- 
& cimoniæ, ſobrietati, nullum 
«© locum-, fornicationum genus 
« quodlibet fine rubore exer- 
4 citum;, omne in pracipiti vi- 
« tium ſtetiſſe; qualem pop: 

le- 


“ lam, tales Sacerdotes ; 


4 ticorum domos, in proſtibula 
< meritricum, & conciliabula 


c hiſtrionum evaſiſſe; prout fide 


digniſſimi horam temporum 
Scriptores teſtantur. Narrem- 
ne proculcata jura, everſam Diſ- 
ciplinam, Romanam Eccleſiam 


ab improbis, ſceleratis, impudicis, 


pradonibus, invaſor ibus, ſanguina- 
rits, graſſatoribus, teſte Baronio, 
occupatam; quorum 50. circi- 

ter, 


On the Different Fates _ 


& and for its want of good Writers; 


«© may be called the Dark Age. 
© and preſently after, the Cardinal 
* ſays expreſiy, That God ſeemed 
in this Age to have forgotten his 
© Church, whoſe Face was now ſo 
* lowring and deformed,that Chrift 
„ ſeemed to be aſleep in the Ship of 
& bis Church, nor was there any 
one found to awake him ; that 
* the Abomination of Deſolation 


nom ſeemed to be in the Church, 


that it can hardly be believe 

* what ill, what ſcandalous, what 

© curſed and abominable things 

«* were ſeen in the Roman See. Shall 

Ml peak of the dark Ignorance of thoſe 
I 


mes, how all Learning was extin- 


guiſhed and St udy laid afide hom bar- 
barity overſpread the Church, how 
there was an Ignorance of every thing 
Divine and Human, and ſuch a 
Stupidity upon Mens Minds, that, 
in all the City of Rome, there 
was hardly any one who had learned 
to Read? Shall I ſpeak of the ungo- 


vernable Licence of Manners, 
which prevailed then? . Faith fail. 


*© ed, the Fear of God was taken a- 
© way, Juſtice was loft, and Equity 
© oppreſſed, Violence and Fraud 
e prevailed; there was no place for 
Moderation, Parſi mony, or So- 
© briety;, all binds of Uncleanneſs 
* were prattiſed without ſhame, 
« every Vice was at its full pitch; 
* 44 was the People, ſo was the 
© Prieft ;, the Houſes of the Clergy 
*© were Neſts of Whores and Play- 
ers, as the moſt credible Au- 


thors of thoſe Times teſtify, Shall 
I tell, how all the Laws of the 
Church were trampled under foot, 
the Diſcipline overturned, and the 
See of Rome (as Baronius wit. 
neſſes ) poſſeſſed by wicked and im- 

| pious 


** ö 
Aquitani 
5 comitis 


filium. 


bed Nr. 


mani Impes 


WR 
Chriſtianiſ- 
mi in aua 

220 per - bea- 


rem Retor-t14 quod, ingruente illo errorum 


Of the Chriſtian Religion. 


ter, per Annos fere 230. apot a- 
cticos & aticos, non Apaſt o- 
licot dicendos eſſe, fatetur Gene- 
krardus; Pontificatum ex fœdiſ- 
ſimarum meretricum arbitrio 
pendentem; puerum necdum 
quinquennem in Archiepiſco- 
pum Rhemenſem electum; ac, 
ne quid Oriens Occidenti debeat, 
Conſtantinopoliranum Præſu- 
lem, vix annos ſexdecim natum, 
ipſo die Cœnæ Dominice, Mag- 
ne quintæ Antepaſcalis, in Pon- 
tificalibus Sacris operatum, ſo- 
lennia abrumpentem Sacra, ut 


ad equæ partum accurreret ;. 


mox, conſpectò pullo, ad abſol- 
venda Sacra redeuntem ? O dig- 
na tempora, que, & firmande 
In, —_— indu- 
cendæ, & propagandis errori- 
bus, & Poatifice. tyrannidi ad 
cumulum perducendæ, & hirſu- 
tz cuidam ac barbaræ Theolo- 


gie in medium proferendz, & 


utidiſſimis Legendis, Fabulis 
ine fine ac modo, cudendis, & 
inſtaurando Bello ſacro ( ſacro, 
dicam, imo {acerrimo, ſed prout 
dicitur auri ſacra fames ) iniquita- 
tum, ſcelerum, nequitiarum, 
fonte uberrimo, & erigendo de- 
nique, ad vim conſcientus infe- 
rendam, iniquiſſimo juxtà ac ſæ- 
viſſimo Tribunali, obſtetricaren- 


tur! Verum tædet ſentinam il- 


lam ulterius movere; tempuſque 
eſt, ut ad purgatam tot ſordi- 


bus Eccleſiam oculorum aciem 


vertamus. 
Magna, profeto, A U D I- 


TO R ES, imo maxima jam 


Dei fuerat: in Eccleſiam indulgen- 


ac ſuper ſtitionum diluvio, quan- 


dam ſemper Arcam ee. | 
obte: 


pions Perſons, by lewd Rakes, 


obbers, Uſurpers, Marderers, 
Cut-throats, of which 50 for an 
150 Tears together, Genebrard 
confeſſes, That they ſhould rather be 
called Apotacticks and Apoſtates 
than Apoſtolicks ? That the Pope- 


dom was diſpoſed of at the plea-- 
ſure of Whores 712750 of five 


Tears old was choſen Arch-biſhop of 
Rhemes ; and, leaft the Eaſt ſhould 
not be as bad as the Weſt, the Pa- 


triarch of Conſtantinople, was 4 
* Sixteen Tears of Age, who 
cele 


rating the Euchariſt, upon 
Maunday Thurſday in the Great 


Week, in his Pontifical Habit, 2 : 


the Solemnity and run to ſee 


Mare which bad Foaled, and having 
view'd the Colt, he came back to 


make an end of the Office. Fit times 
indeed ! For the ſettling the Wor- 


ſhip of Images, and Bread, for pro- 
pagating all other Errors, for ſetting. 


up the Popes Tyranny, for bringing 
in a barbarous Divinity and ridicu- 
lous Legends, for coining Fables 
without End or Reaſon, for ſetting 
on foot Holy Wars, thoſe Fountains 
of all Iniquities, Villanies. and Im- 


poftures;, for ſetting up an unjuſt 


Tribunal over Men's Conſciences. 
But I am weary of raking in this 


Sink, and it is time that we ſhould: 


turn our Eyes upon the Church, az it 
was purged from this Filth, 


Great indeed, Sirs, was the Mer- 


cy of God to hu Church, that, when 
ſuch a Deluge of Errors and Super- 
ftitzon, had over flowed the Church, 


he alwiſe kept bis Ark ſafe;, 
that when Darkneſy overſpread Ow 
PE 


| 


- ſemper Goſcen illuſtrafſet, quod 


ſicca area, aliquod ſemper vel- 


lus irrigaſſet; ſive, ut planius 


mentem exponamus, quod, in 


mediis Papatus tenebris, inter 
Waldenfes, Albigenſes, Wiclefitas, 
Huſfftas, Bohemos, puræ ſuæ ve- 
ritatis ſeintillas emicare ſemper 
voluiſſet. Verum ulteriùs pro- 
greſſa eſt paterna Dei in Eccleſi- 
am cura. Splendidiorem quiope 
accendi voluit facem, qua, non 
obſcuri quidam anguli, non arẽtæ 


gquædam convalles, ſed Europa, quan- 


ta quanta eſt, imo & totus Orbis 
illuſtraretur. O felicia tempora ! 
O beatam rerum -converſionem | 
cujus, quot ſunt circumſtantiæ, 
tot profectò miracula, tot divine 
miſericordiæ indicia deprehen- 
duntur! | 
Enimverò, quis non obſervet, 
paratam veluti huic operi viam, 
r Literarum inſtaurationem , 
Szculis XV & XVI in his occiduis 
partibus factam; Arte Typogra- 
ica opportune ad id reperta, ut 
ibliothecarum theſauri publici 
juris fierent ; & docta illa Gre- 
corum manu, poſt captam a Tur- 
cis Conſtantinopolim, in Italiam 
delati, Græcaſque literas reſti- 
tuente, dum alii Latinas Hebrai 
.caſque. inſtaurarent; quinimo vi- 
ris præſtantiſſimis non fine Nu- 
mine excitatis, qui, velut aliud 
agentes, ad Sacra inſtauranda 
facem preferrent ; Qualis pre 
ceteris fuit Eraſmus, qui, quan- 
quam ad Retormatores ipſemet 


non acceſſerit, imo & 1is non-' 


nunquam fe adverſum prebue- 
Tit, attamen, tum in ſacro Co- 


dice edendo atque illuſtrando, 


tum in Eccteſiz Veteris Scripto- 
= x ribus 
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© - obtentbrati' Kgyptö, aliquem 


ſome ſm 


Hine among the Vaudois, the Al- 


further than this. 


Face of Rgypt, yet he Rill afford- 
ed Light in Goſhen; that, l. 
Floor was dry, yet he -ftill watered 
bu Fleece;, and to ſpeak yet plainer, 
that, in the midft of all the Datk- 
neſs of 4 *. e was willing that 

parks of Truth ſhould 


bigenſes, Wiclevites, Huſſites 
and Bohemians. But the Fatherly 
Care of God, to his Church, went 
He mas pleaſed 
that a more ſhining Light than this 


/hould be kindled, by which not only 


a few dark Corners, and narrow 
Vallies, but all Europe, wide as it 
is, and even the whole World ald 
be enlightned. Happy Times! And 
bleſſed Turn of Affairs! All the 
Circumftances of which are ſo many 
Miracles, and fo many Inftances of 


the Divine Mercy, 


For who does not make the Ob- 


2 That the Way was paved 


to this Work, by the Reftoration of 
Learning in theſe Weſtern Parts 
during the XV and XVI Ages : 
Printing being very opportunely found 
out whereby the Treaſures of the Lis 
braries became of publick uſe, a great 
number of Learned Greeks after 
the taking of Conſtantinople by the 
Turks, coming into Italy, and re- 
ſtoring the Greek Learning there, 
whilft others were recovering the 
Hebrew and Latin Letters; nay 
moreover ſome very excellent Men, 
being raiſed up by the Divine Provi- 
dence, who whilft they were carry- 
15 on another Deſign, opened the 
ay to 4 Reformation of Religion: 
As in particular Eraſmus, who al- 
tho he did not join himſelf with the 
Reformers, nay in ſome things oppo- 
ſea himſelf to them, yet partly by put- 
t ing out the Books of the Holy Scrip- 
ture, 


Of the Chriſ 


lucem mi tum 


ribus in 


in receptæ Religlonis ineptiis ar · 


guendis, tum in vere: pietatis 
_ officiis exponend 
dandis, ita utilem operam poſuit, 
ut dici nequeat, ad cauſſam Pro- 
teſt antium promovendam, quan- 
tùm contulerit. 

"Hec' prelndia. Jam, ſi ad 


—_ Reformationis opus acce - 
m 


us, quis non miretur, ve. 
lat ſigno dato,' per totam paſ- 
ſum Ehropam, apud Germans, 
- > Helvetios, ( Gemtes receptis 
bus mordicus adhzreſcentes ) 
Gallo 6, * It alot, apud 
ritames, apud Batavos, imo & 
ad ultimas uſque Septent rionis oras, 
ingenti numero Viros exortos, qui 
Veritatis illuſtrandæ, & Eccſeſiæ 
ab errorum ſordibus expurgan- 
dz, operam darent? Quis non 
ſuſpiciat, in viris illis, miram 
ingenii felicitatem; 
nem exquiſitam, longs ſupra 
. temporum illorum; per- 
politam dicendi ſcribendtque ra- 
tionem, a Scholz barbarie plane 
alienam; facundiæ vim incom- 
rabilem, que non moveret, 
ed traheret; laboris patienti- 
am penè incredibitem; mentem 
excelſam ac planè divinam; ve- 
ri ſtudium indefeſſum; zelum 
domus Dei ferventiſſimum; for- 
titudinem, conſtantiam, inter- 
ritum animum, qui, nec pre- 
ſentiſſimis periculis, nec minis 


inſtantis Tyranni nec ignibus 


ac ſuppliciis, à propoſitio dimo- 
veretur, res toto orbe notiſſimas 
neque ſatis unquam orzdicandas? 
Quis non miretur, tot circa ca- 
pita, tum in DoQtrina, tum in 
ultu, tum in Diſciplina atque 
Regimine, eos ad verum perve- 
* nifle; 


an 
is & commen- 


format ion. 


eruditio- 


Religion. - 


ture,partly,in publiſhing Editions of 
the Writers of the ancient Church, 
partly in expoſing' the Follies of the 
then received Religion; and in e- 
plaining and preſſing moral Dut ies, he 
laid out his Labour s fo profitably, 
t hat it is unſpeakable, how much 

affifted the Cauſe of the Prot eſt ant s. 

. Theſe were Prelude, of the Re- 

Bur if we approach 
nigber to the Work it ſelf, who u5- 


not rucſ with Wonder, That 4 


great number of Men ſhould ariſe, 
as it were upon 4 Signal given, 
throughout all the Nations of - Eus 
rope, amung theGermans audSWitZs: 
ers (Men that were wont tenaci- 
ouſly to adhere to their own Cuftoms)' 
among the French, Italians, Britains, 
Dutch, yea and the moſt Northern 
Nations, and ſhould lay aur their 
Labouys, in clearing up the Truth, 
and purging the Church from all tbe 
Soil of Errors, which it had con- 
tracted? Who is not aſtoniſhed at 
the wonderful Happineſs of Natural 
Parts, which theſe Perſons were en- 
2 with } * 1 exquiſite 

arning, © far above the Capacity 
of thoſe Times, their debits way of 


2 and Writing, ſo different 


om the Schol aſt ict barbarity which 
then obtained; the incomparable 


Force of their Eloquence, whith not 


only. moved but attracted; their 
incredible Patience in Labour; their 
Minds ſo Noble and Divine; their 
Indefatigableneſs in their Studies; 
their moſt fervent Zeal for the Houſe 
of God; their Fortitude, Conftancy 
and intrepid Courage, as not being to 


be beat off from their Deſign, either 


by the preſent Dangers or theThreats 
of Tyrants, things ſufficiently known 
over allthe World,and never enough 
to be extolled? Who does not admire; 

E that 


m7 


—— 


4 
f 
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niſſe 3 cumque tota Chriſti Reli- 
gio, inde à pluribus Sæculis, ca- 


_ - ligine non dicam obducta, ſed 


penè obruta jaceret, eam ex 
iumulo velit excitaſſe, & natwo 
ſuo ſplendori, in pler iſque fal- 
tem, reddidifſe? Quis non mi 
_ :Terur incredibilem, qua mag: 
num illud opus promotum . eſt, 
velocitatem, dementata Rume 
conſilia; artes adverſantium Prm- 
cipum irritas; imo vero Prin- 
cipes illos, qui maxime adver- 
ntur, bujus oper is miniſtros 
ſactos; Eccleſias: noſtras, veteris 
more, ſuis ex cineribus non ſe- 
mel renatas; ſanguinem Prote- 
ſtantium, ſemen Eccleſiæ; ex- 
uiſitiorem crudelitatem, Sectæ 
illecebram; #d:ficatam, cum cæ- 
deretur: Ut inftaurati Chriſti - 
iſmi, eadem que primævi, eſſet. 
ttuna + Perz g 
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Egquidem, Auditores, dum in 
ma tempera cogitatione ine 
91 dum Heroas: illos, 
quorum: miniſterio Lux Eccleſiis 
noltras reddita eſt, ob ocu- 
los; mihi pono,. dum eorum 
virtutres, dum corum labo- 
res, conſidero, dum, quid vide- 
int, quid tentaverint, quid per- 
ſecetzut, quid perpeſſi ſint, a. 
ud me ipium. expendo, fave. 
is omnibus ita. afficior, ita mo 
veor, ita extra me rapior, ut ma- 
jora ab hominibus vix pc rfic1 poſſe 
vide antur. Quod ſi. vero illos inte- 
rim non omnia vidiſſe, in quibul- 
dam ceſpitaſſe, humani quid paſſos 
eſſe, quibuſdam caruiſſe ſubbdiis, 
quæ, uoviſlimi tempor is induitria, 
dicam an. fclicuate, reperta ſunt, 
ab: kes. leviulculas nidlis quan: 


doque. 


* 


On the Different Fates 


that they flould come at the Truth fur 
ſo many Head of Doctrine, Wor ſhip,: 
Diſcipline and Government; and, 


when all Religion, for ſo many Ages, 


Was not only overcaſt but buried in 
Darkneſs, that they ſhould revive it 


out of its Grave, and veftore it, for 


the generality at leaſt, to its ancient , 
dor? Who does not wonder at 
the incredible Swiftneſs, with which: 


this Work was carried on; bow the: 


Counſels of Rome were infatuated ;; 
bow the Arts of Princes whe oppoſed 
it were fruſtrated, and they them- 
ſelves made Inflruments of this 


Work, how our Chuz ches, like; the: 


Primitive one, were born again out 
7 their Aſhe, hom the Bliod of the: 

rot eſtants were. the Seed of their 
Church, how the more. exquiſite 
Craelty, there was uſed againſt A 
brought. Proſelit es ther eunto; how it 


ma, raiſed up whilft it was cut domn: 
| fo that that Reformed: Chriſtianity 


aid exattly ſhare the ſume Fortune: 
with the. Primitive: - _ 

And truly, Sirs, whilft J. carry 
my Thoughts to thoſe Times, whilſt 
I caft my, Eyes. upon theſe Heroick, 
Per ſonages, by whoſe Minytry. Light 
Was reflored to our Churches, whilft 
L confider their Virtues and their, 
Labours, what they diſcovered, what: 
they attempt ed, what they brought 
ta per fect ion, I am ſp affected, moved 
and tranſported, that I cannot think. 
that greater things were poſſivle. 10 
be. done by Men. For, ali ha we 
ſhould acknowledge, That they did 
not ſee all things, That they were in 
ſome Matters miſtalen, and wers 
Jubjett to Human Frailty, That they 
wanted ſome Helps,which the Indutty 
Ty, or rather the Happ,neſs,,of theſe 
latter Times have aff-rded, That they, 
were ſomet imes tou much heated. up · 


6. 


E 
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VI. 
De ſtatu 
Doctri na 
E vangclice 
poſt Refor- 


ma tionem. non parùum lucis, quibuſdam 


5 of the Chriſtian Religion. 


r doque exarſiſſe, Culrai forte atque 


Diſcipline uli imas nondum curas 
adjet e, imo & per tempor um in- 
felicitatem, quæcungue animo vol - 
vebant, per cer e non valu ſſe, de- 
nique, int er immenſos ſuos & ſum- 
ma laude digniſimos labores, ali- 
quid nihilo minus pofterorum dili- 
gentiæ religuifſe confiteamur, id 

us non magis detrahit, quam fi 
homines, non Di, fuiſſe perhi- 
beantur. 


Ab illo verd tempore, ſi quis 
poſtuler, quævam ſuerit inſtau 
rati Chriſtieniimi, in Eccleſiis no- 
tris, fortuna, reſvonſum ferat, 


ſaltem in regionibus, & per quol- 
dam vere duos .viros, rmæ 
ſacræ commodatum eſſe; tum ex 
Linguarum originalium notitia 
uberiore; tum ex vere Criti- 
ces reuulis accuratius perſpectis, 
meliuſque in praxim redactis; 
tum ex rectiori, quam que an- 
tea ſuerat, philoſophandi ratione; 
tum den que ex Antiquitatis, cum 
profanæ, tum ſacræ, itudio, mag- 
na induſtria paſſim exculto: Que 


quidem ſubſid ia, quam doctus pe- 


pererint in Codicem Sacrum com- 
mentarios, quam exiwios tum de 


dogmatibus, tum de officiis, tra- 


ctatus, quam ſolidas de capiti- 
bus inter Chriſtianos controver- 
ſis diſputationes, prædicari ſatis 
non poteſt. Interim, quod lu- 
men illud latiùs diffuſum non 
ſit, & tot adhuc nebulis tegatur, 
cauſſæ plures poſſunt aſſignari. 
Nun jam rogos, non jam carni- 
fices, non jam exilia, carcereſ- 
que, accuſo. Non hi re, 
mi 


2 corum gloriæ & laudi- 


. 


That 


their la 


on ſmall Matter 


s rhax 
they did not add i 8 


Cares 


to Worſhip and Diſeipline, and 


thro' the Infelicity of che Times, 
they lived in, That they were not 
able to bring about what they 
had in their Thoughts, and That, 
after their immenſe, and moſt 
worth 


not more detract from their Glory 
and Honour, than if we ſhould 
they were Men and not Gods. 
But if any one ſhould ask what 
mas the State of Reformed Chriſti 
amry in our Churches, after that 
Time? be may be anſwer'd, That 
no little Licht bas been given to the 
ſacred Doctrine, by ſeveral Men in 
1 f Countries, partly by reaſon 
of a fuller Knowledge of the Ori- 
ental Tongues, partly becauſe the 
Rules of true Critick are more ac- 
curately under ftood, and reduc'd to 
Practice; partly upon account of 4 
more exact way of Philoſophizing, 
than was known before; and la(tly, 
by reaſon that the Study of profane 
and ſacred Antiquity has been cul- 
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Labours, they left ſome- 
thing for the Diligence of Poſte · 
rity to do after them, we ſhould ' 


ſay 
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VI. 
Of the 8 
of Chriſtia- 


nĩty, aſter the 


Retormati- 


On. 


* 


tivated, with more pains: By which 


Aſjit ances what excellent Cmmen- 
taries have been written upon the 
Bible! what admirable Trexiſes 
upon the Doctrines and Duties of 
Religion what ſulid D. ert at ions 
upon cont roverted Points { not hin 
can be ſaid too much. | | 
But wy this Light was not fur- 


ther diffuſed, and why it is yet un- 


der ſome Clouds, there are ſeveral 
Cauſes which may be aten d. I 
don't lay the Blame upon Fire and 
Faggot, upon Executioners, Baniſh+ 
ment, and Priſons, Believe me, 
theje were not the cbief Enemies of 

E 2 the 


8 


— 
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On the Different \Faves © 

midi credite, rei -Evanpelice ho- the Proteſunt Relvgion 2 Moe een 
ſtes ſuerunt. Contra, 'ptures effi- the ont rumiithe more wowere 9. 

eimur, dum meti mur; autumque ed down, me grem up the. "faſter, 

fidei ex ignibus purius exit. Sed and came, lite Geld, rhe more pure 
zei potius & pacis vitiis, fed | om of the Fire, Ibu ù molly owing 

Hand! contagio, fed remiſſo No- to the Vices which our State 


Woe; 
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ſtrorum zelo, ſed Scholæ bar bariei Tranguilliry bas produc d, to the 
multis in loeis adbhuc, regnanti, 
ſed inanibus My ſtarum rixis, pre- 
cariis hypotheſibus, expoſitioni- 


bus Scripturæ vanis, & nullo ti- 
bicine nixis, fed pertinaciz, ſu- 
perbize, dominandi cupidini, ſed 


* r from the 
rld, to our Zeal growing told. ro 
the Bar barity of the Schools, — 


Jet reigns in many places; tothe idle 
Quarrels of the. Minfters of o 


Religion; to precarious: Hypotheſis's 


in primis infauſtis iis, & ſangui- © advanced by ſome, and to vain Ex- 
neis lacrymis deflendis, Eccleſa - poſitions of Scripture, which will not 
rum noſtrarum ſcifſurs, qua, tum in be ur the Teſt, grven by urheruzto pee- 
Germania, tum in Britannia, tum  viſſmeſs, Pride, with a dgſre vf pre- 
in Belgio, viſe ſunt, hodieque, non ſcribing to all chers; but chiefly to 
ſine maximo bonorum luctu, ibidem the:Rents in dur Churches, which are 
cernuntur, his, inquam, his pro- to be bewailed with Tears of Blood, 
priè debetur, quod uſque adbuc ſuch an the Diviſions which formerly 


SN 


{er Antichriſtus, quodque Lux 
Evangelica, inde a tempore Re- 


formationis, non majora incre- 
menta ceperit. | 
* 


* 


aroſe in Germany, Britain, Hol- 
land, and which continue to his zny;, 
to theſe, I ſay, it i principally ow- 


ing, that Antichriſt yet Hande, that 
the Light of the Goſpel has not recei- 


ved a greater Increaſe, ſince the time 


20 


of the Reformation. 


ao, T ORE S, ut de nobis tandem Nm #0 ſpeak ſomething, Sire, which vn. 
Ei ad am dicamus, noſtrum eſt bac luce relates to our ſelves, it is our part to 4 85 8 way 
em Ho- ſrui, imo & illam, fi fieri pottit,, enjoy the benefit of thi Light as much g,.* 
ferre. Noſtrum 2 can, and to endeavour a = 
r Propagation of it among others. 
. It our part to tread in the Footfteps 
o thoſe great Perſons, who lived in | 
the time both of the Primitive and 2 ( 
the reviving Chriftianity, It is our 
depoſitis, excufſi ſuperbia, affe- part m= their Example, laying a- Gre 
Ribus- omnibus valere juiſis, ad fide all prejudiced Opinions, Pride, Na: 
Veritatis inveſtigationem gene- and Paſion, to purſue Truth witha wy 
- ralo. impetu ferri,. inveſtigatam generous. Eagerneſs, and when we 
admittere,. admiſam - profiteri, have found it, to give it Entrance in- 
profeſiam retinere,& lactis unple-. ro our Minds, to make Profeſſor of it, 
re. Noſtrum eſt, hamana omni when it is there, and 7 to retain it, 
oxitate poſthabita,, Scriptis and to teſtiſy the Trut hi her eef by our. 
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Of the Chriſtian Religion. 


omnibus humanis, quantumcun- 
que conſpicuis, ad Sanctuarii lan- 
cem appenſis, ab ore Dei unice 

ere, in Dei unius yo ju- 
rare, neque quidquam in Sacris 
ad mittere quod illo ex fonte non 


. derivetur. Noſtram eſt, ſchola- 


Kicis argutiis, vanis quzſtioni- 
bus, pugnis de vocibus, prout a 
Reformatoribus noſtris magna ex 
parte jam faftum fuerat, Theolo- 

giam noſtram purgare. Noſtrum 

|, infauſta illa, Lin heranorum 
Calvinianorum, Epiſcopalium, Preſ- 
Hterianorum, aliaque partium no- 

mina, utinam nunquam nata, ex- 
tinguere, nnoque omnes ac eo- 

dem Obriſtianorum nomine cen- 

Bilar. Ab. ſeri; Illud Hilarii menti infigen- 


n Dum in verbis r eſt, aum 


de novit at ibus quæſtio eſt, dum de 
ambiguis occaſio eſt, dum de auto- 
ribus querela eft, dum de Hudiis 
cert amen eſt, dum in conſenſu dif- 
ficultas eft, dum alter alters Ana- 
2 Cor. 6, 8, thema eſſe cœpit, prope jam nemo 
Chriftieft, Noſtrum eſt, pacis con- 
ſilia, % Ens % ariuias, dis 
Suopnpias x) Cvonuices, per glori- 
am & ignominiam, per convitia 
& laudes, 
iterare: dum infamamur, preca- 
ri; dum convitiis afficimur, be- 
nedicere ;, neque aliis magis ar- 


mis quam patientia multa, quaàam 


uritate, quam lenitate, quam 

2 Cor, 6. 4. — quam caritate non ſi- 
mulatà, renitentes ad nos addu- 

Gregor. cere Nazianzen: illud uſur pantes, 
Naxiant,. SRK ν,jü Ti jikpory Iv uetCov 
Mat. 1 NA B,Ä Tir d Hb⁰ 0, Exiguum 
gui dd am cuncedamus, ut, quod mar» 

jus, eſt, concordiam lucy ifaciammu, 
Noſtrum eſt; poſitis nimicuis, 

datis Reipublice Chriſtiane ſi 
multatibus. noſtris, pro com.: 


proponere, urgere, 


muni. 
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Actions. It is our part, examining 
all Hum an Authorities hom ſyecious 
ſoever, by the Light of the Sanctuary; 
to be determin'd only by the Mouth 
of God, fo rely only upon his Aut ho- 
rity, and to admit nothing az a Point 
of our Religion, which is not deriv'd 
from that Fountain, 
to purge our Divinity from all Scho- 


laftick Quirks, vain Queſtions, and 


Rrife about Words, as ts in good 


part done by our Reformers already. 


It is our part, to extinguiſh thoſe un- 
happy Names of Lutherans, Calvi- 
niſts, Epiſcopalians, Presbyteri- 
ans, and other Party- names, which 
I would to God that they had never 


been coined, and that we were all 


call'd by ene general Name »f Chri- 
ſtians; keeping in our Minds that 
Paſſage of Hilary, Whilſt the Fight 


is concerning Words, and the 


Qaeſtion about Novelties, whilſt 


Men take occaſion of contending. 


about uncertain Matters, Whil 
they quarrel about the 


bat about Literature, whilſt they 
raiſe Difficulties 
their Conſent, and one holds the 
other Anathema; there are very 
few left of Chriſt's ſide. It & our 
part, to propoſe, to urge, and to rei- 
terate Counſels to Peace, by Honour 


and Dithonour, by evil Report cor. 6: 


and good Report; being re- 


viled to Bleſs, and being de- 2 cor. 64 
famed to Intreat ; and not to ufe Greg. Na 
any other Armour, than Patience, * 4 


Pureneſs, Knowledge, Long: ſuf- 
fering, and Xindneſs, to bring our 


Adverſaries over 10 us; making uſe 
of that Saying of Nazianzen, Let us 


give up a little, that we may ob- 
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It is cur part, 


inions 


of Learned Men, and the Com- 


about giving 


* 
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tain. Concord, à thing much 
greater. It is our part, lay ing aſide. 
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communem huſtem profligare, 


ad. communem palmam tendere. 


Noſtrum eſt, Cultum at que Diſci- 


plinam, ſicubi forte minus perfect a 


ſunt, ad Apoſftolice inſtitut ionis, & 

„m tivæ Ecclefie modulum, quan- 
tum fiers poteſt, adducere. Noſt rum 
et, mutuam inter Eccleſias, quo- 
ties ſeſe dederit occaſio, commu- 
nic at ionem inſtaurare, inſtauratam 
colere, atque officiis omnibus fo- 
vere; quod ſolenne in Eccleſia 
Veteri, nec non & tempore Re 


formationis; & ex quo quidem 


fructus uberrimus ſingulas ad Ec- 
cleſias redundare poſſet. Sed no- 
ſtrum eſt in primis, recordari 
Doctrinam noſtram, Doctrinam 
Piet atis eſſe, adeoque, in promo- 
venda atque inſtillanda 
laborum omnium ſummam col- 
locare, Noſtrum denique, a 
ſcholis ad vit am, à theoria ad 


axim, A profeſſione ad mores, 


iſciplmam Chriſtianam transfer- 


re; quo fine, nonniſi evanida, 
coloribus omnibus ac lineamen- 


tis deſtituta, rei Chriſtianæ um- 


bra ſutura eſt. 
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On the Different Hater 
muni cauſſa decertare, comma - all Animaſities, and giving. 
nis Domini - regnum promovere, 7 
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ities, a ap ptr 
ownQuyarrels,for the ſake of thtChria 


ſtian Common: wealth, to fight for he 


Common Cauſe, to promore the King» 
dom of our Common Lord,to conquer 
the Common Enemy, and to fine 
after the one Common Palm, te which 
we are all intituled It is our part 


to bring, as near as we can, to 


the Model of the Primitive 


Church, and Apoſtolical luſtitu- 


tion, our Worſhip and Diſcipline, 
in Whatſoever Point they are leſs 
perfect. Ir is our part, to renew 4 
mutual Intercourſe by Letters, as 
often as there ſhall be occafion, be- 
tween the Churches; to cultivars 
and cheriſh thu Correſpondence by all 
kind Offices: Which, as it was the cu- 


em not only in the ancient Church, 


and at the time of the Reformation 


ietate, /o thereby very extraordinary Ad- 
vantages will redound to the Prote= 


ftant Churches, But chiefly it is our. 
part, to remember, that our Doctrine 


i# a Doctrine according to Godli- 


AX 


neſs; and therefore, that we oughe 


to mate it the chief Aim of all our 
Labours, to promote and inſtil Piety. 
Laſtly, ke is our art, to transfer the 
Chriftian Diſcip 
Diſput at ions, to Life; from Theory, 
to Practice; from Profeſſion, to Mo- 
rals; without which it will only be 
2 Shadow of Chriftianity, void 


of all Colours and Lineaments. 


Fallit - ne animus? Jam (pes 
aliqua meliorum temporum a 
get. Jam ingenia ad Veritatis 


_ mquilitionem aſſurgere; Jam pi- 
cetatis ſtudia apud multos in pre- 
tio eſſe z 5 
© crebreſcere, etiam apud illos qui 
eam attingere nefſas ducebant; 


Jam Scripturæ lectio 


Jam ſcholaſtice quiſquiliæ ſorde- 
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But I am miftaken, if the hope of 
better Times does not now ſhine upon 
us: Now a new Series of Ages, and 
a new Generation, ſeems to be riſing 
up, now the Study of Piety begins to 
be in eſteem; now the Reading the 
Holy Scriptures, which many Men 
formerly diſdain'd ;begins to be very 
frequent; now the Scholaftick Foole- 
ries begin to be deſpiſed ;, now Mens 
2 Mind. 


ine from Scholaftick 


* . 
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jurimorum mentes imbui; Jam 
briſtiana moderatio ſeſe animis 
inſinuare; Jam Principes, Ecc le- 
fiz favere, zelo Dei ſuccendi, pi- 


etatis ezemplis præire; Jam 


dalitia, ad rem Chriſtianam pro- 


movendam inſtituta, ad ſinem il - 


tum nihil prætermittere, utro- 
que in Orbe Eecleſias erigere, 
Scholas fundare, Libros emitte- 
re, Proſelytos ſuſtentare, peri- 
turæ pecuniz non parcere, ut 
#terna bona propagentur; Cu- 
jus quidem beneficentiæ ſplendi- 
diſſima non ita pridem viſa ſunt 
inter nos exempla : Jam Viri 


multi doctrina pariter ac Zelo 


conſpicui, id ſibi penſt datum 
arbitrari, in id totis incumbere 
viribus, ut greges ſibi commiſſos 
Chriſto ſiſtant quam puriſſimos; 
jamque Deus eor um laboribus non 
obſcure 'benedicere, Quæ qui- 
dem auguria ne fallant, ſed ut 
contrà Chriſti Regnum magis 
magiſque promoveatur, ſplendeat 
fides, floreat pietas, virtutum 


omnium chorus excitetur, ſtudiis, 


conatibus, votis, quodque omni- 
um potentius, exemplis, nobis 
omnibus allaborandum eſt, DLX1, 


ile Chriſlian Religion. 


* i 
re; Jam ſolida Sacrorum notit ia 


Minds begin to be endow'd with a 
ſolid Knowledge of the holy Truths 2 


now a Chriftian Moderat ion begins 


to inſinuat e it ſelf into their Minds;, 


now Princes begin. to afford their Fa- 


vour to the Church, to be inflamed 
with a Zeal of God, and to give an 
emmen! Example of Piety to orhers;, 


nom Societies are erected for the pro- 


moting Chriſtianity, and omiiting 


nothing which may be ſerviceable to 
this End, they ereft Churches on 
both Sides of the World, found 
Schools, give out Books, provide a 
Maintenance for Convert ,andſpare: 
not their Money, which periſheth, 
to promote thoſe good things which: 
are Eternal; of which Charity we 
have lately had moft eminent Exam- 


ples. Now many pious and learned 
Perſons, have uſed the utmoſt of 
their Endeavours, to make the 


Congregations committed to their 
Charge eminent for Piety; and God 
Almighty bas been pleaſed mani 
feftly to give a Bleſſing to their 
Labours, But we muſt not cont ent 
our ſelves only with theſe goott 
Preſages, but we muſt labour with 
the utmoth of our Studies, Endea- 
vours, and Prayers, but chiefly with, 
what is beyond all, our Examples 5 
that the Kingdom of Chriſt may be 
more and more promoted; that our 
Faith may ſuine; that Piety may 


flouriſu; and that 4 Choir of all 


Chriſtian Graces may be flirred up 
33 1. 
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